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Part I: The Tenth Century as the End of the Ancient
World?
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Abstract

The tenth ceneury, once dimissed as an unpleasant “Age of Iron’, now receives increased attention
as an important age of transition. Historans are attempting to underseand how 1t fits into the
broader narrative of Western Civilization. Some have identified it as the last act of the post-
Roman world. They identity its ¢conomy and social structures as Late Antique ~ at least unnl a
feudal revolution” around the year 1000 suddenly swept them away., More professional soldiers
based in new forts are said to mark the sudden advent of a new, more chaotic order, Church and
state, rebuilding together after the invasions and civil wars of the late ninth century, self-con-
sciously attempted, with varying degrees of success, to model themselves on Roman precedents.
This movement culminated in the reign of Emperor Otto I (983-1002), who relocated the capi-
tal to Rome and dedicated himself “to renew the ancient customs of the Romans’. The points of
tangeney cited berween the Later Roman world and the tenth century are impressive, but a defin-
itive judgement also requires that the century’s novel aspuects be considered.

The Darke Tenth Century

When Renaissance humanists embraced an idealized Classical past, they spurned their
medieval predecessors. They labeled everything between themselves and Rome the *Mid-
dle Ages’ (the *‘Medivm Aerum’), a dark age characterized by barbarisms such as ‘Gothic’
architecture. Even today the term ‘medieval’ remains sinister.' Most of its cras and areas
ultimately found champions who discovered in them ongins of Western Civilization, ages
of faith, births of nations, reawakenings, remaissances, and other wonderful things. The
tenth century, however, took a long time to get adopted, and up until the middle of the
20th, it remained deep in shadow, one of the darkest corners of the dark ages,

Acording to Cardinal Caesar Baronius (d. 1607) in his Annales Ecclesiastici, the tenth
century was an “Age of Iron’, Its disorderly papal politics particularly shocked this leader
of the Catholic Reformation.? It was the first century in Chrstian history without a pope
acclaimed a saint. Worse yer, it witnessed a ‘papal pornocracy’ at whose nadir, claimed
Lindprand of Cremona (d. 972). lay the reign of Pope John XI1 (955-962), who allegedly
turned the Lateran into a brothel and put such fear into the hearts of female pilgrims that
they hesitated ‘to visit the thresholds of the apostles for the sake of prayer, since they
heard that .. several women, married, widowed, and virgins were torcefully raped there’
(Liudprand’s stories are so titillating that historians cannot resist telling chem, despite the
fact that he was a paid propagandist for John’s encmies).” Nor did chronic attacks from
Vikings, Muslims, and Magyars help the century’s reputation.

The ‘Age of Tron’ label stuck.? In this alleged dark age, the lights really did seem to go
out, or ar least Aicker badly. AH over Europe, scholars have claimed, universal chronicles
temporarily disappeared,” poetic production was reduced,® charters became less abundant,’
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and written legislation dropped off precipitously.” The medieval biographical tradition has
such a striking lacuna between 920 and 960 that it is used to divide classical and early
medicval traditions from new developments in the High Middle Ages - even the papal
biograplies in the Liber Pontificalis become sketchy after the reign of Stephen V (883-
891)." And afier Stephen’s pontificate canonists stopped adding contemporary papal letters
into their collections, a practice not reversed unal the reign of Leo IX (1049-1054).""
Little wonder then chat, in the traditional grand narmative of Western history, the tenth
century appears as a painful interlude between the Carolingian world and the revival of
high medieval Europe,

The Temh Cemnry Rediscovered

In the late 20th century, opinions began to change. Compare, for example, the first edi-
tion of the Camtbridge Medicval History (1911-1936), where the tenth century is described
in several chapters at the end of Vol. Il Germany and the Western Empire (1922), with the
New Cambridge Medieval History (1995-2003), where all of Folwwe IH: ¢ 900 1024
(1999) is devoted to a ‘long tenth century’. a period ‘crucial in the formation of Eur-
ope”.'' The tenth century is now the subject of conferences and works of analysis.'”
Some scholars have even hailed it as a ‘remaissance’.” Its major chronicles are now
appearing in a spate of English translations."?

The new popularity is due to converging historiographical trends. One is an expansion
of the evidentiary base medieval historians use: after World War I, researchers associated
with the journal Aunales championed a new way of doing history that would incorporate
charters, lives of the saints, lirurgical works, archeological evidence, and all sorts of other
materials that historians had often failed to exploit systematically — some of these *new’
sources ofter illuminating perspectives on the tenth century.'® Increased concern with
material culture undercut the negative stercotypes: in the words of Lord Kenneth Clarke's
fanous series on civilization, ‘Historians usually consider the tenth century almosr as dark
and barbarous as the seventh. That is because they look at it from the point of view of
political history and the written word. If we read what Ruskin called the book of its art,
we get a very different impression, because, contrary to all expectation, the tenth century
produced work as splendid and technically skillful, even as delicate, as any other age’ "
Also important has been the development of women's studies — the tenth century had
powertul women, perhaps because their personal connections and roles in court ritual
had more importance in a world where institutional structures were still embryonic.'”
Most important, however, may have been an expansion of the nrental map of Europe:
traditional medieval history privileged England, France, Germany, and Italy (after World
War [ even Germany sometimes got marginalized), but now ‘Europe’ seems larger. Spain,
after Franco, became a lively field for international medicval research. The fall of the Tron
Curtain brought Slavic and Magyar nmations into Western Europe. Scandinavian states
became pare of the Common Market, This wider Europe pays more attention to the
tenth century because then communities north, south, cast, and west of the Frankish core
were beginning to create their own identities.

Where Doces the Temth Centary Fir?

New interest in the tenth century has led to new debates. So long as the tenth century
could be dismissed as a cultural dead zone, scholars were not compelled to debate its
significance, but if i has its own identity (identities?), its place in the grand narrative
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of Western Civilization becomes more problematic. Where does 1t fit2 Scholars have
come to very different conclusions. For some, the tenth century marks the end of the
ancient world, a last burst and implosion of Late Annquity. For others, it is the birth of
the High Middle Ages, and, more grandly, the beginning of the Ancien Régime that
would dominate Europe until the French Revolution and would remain influential long
afterwards. Yet others see it as ‘Francia IT, the sequel, a new flowering of the economic,
political, and cultural achievements made by the Franks under the Carolingians.

This present study discusses the tenth century as the end of the ancient world. Scholars
analyzing its economic and social structrures, its military developments, and its ecclesais-
tical and political Roman restorations have described it as the final flowering of Lare
Antiquity. In a subsequent survey in History Compass, however, | will be examining
perspectives that emphasize the century’s noveldes rather than its continuities with the
ancient world. The conflicting perspectives reflect not only diverse features of the tenth-
century but also opposing presuppositions about the essential features of Western Civiliza-
tion that scholars bring with them to its study. Debates about the tenth century continue
as scholars attempt to find the model that illuminates bese and obscures least.

The Anciene World Marches Forvard

Up until a century ago, no educated modern person would have thought to link the civi-
lization of ancient Rome to that of tenth-century Western Europe. According to Edward
Gibbon, the Roman Empire (‘the most civilized portion of mankind’) fell because of ‘the
triumph of barbarism and religion’; he viewed the tenth century in the Latin West as ‘an
age of ignorance’ characterized by triumphant barbarians.' After World War I, however,
Rome would not stay “fallen’. Its legions were led into new chronological territory by
the grear Belgian historian Henri Pirenne (d. 1935), who claimed that Rome’s economic
and intellectual civilization continued even after the deposition of its last western emperor
in 476, that the ‘truly essential features of ... Roman culture’ maintained a ‘Mediterra-
nean unity” persisting until che rise of Islam; that the West fell back onto its own north-
ern European Germanic resources after Islamic piracy closed the Mediterranean, so that
‘without Mohammed, Charlemagne would have been inconceivable’.' Pirenne's so-
called ‘Romania’ brought the Roman world into the cighth century. Then as critics of
the “Pirennc thesis” attempted to ascertain whether the ‘Roman’ Mediterranean had really
been disrupted by Islam, they discovered a Charlemagne who looked less like the hairy
Gernman warmior immortalized in the bronze statue in front of Notre Dame and more like
the laurcl-wreathed *Carolus Iinperator Augustus’ on the faux Roman coins he minted,
an emperor closely connected o the Mediterrancan world who lived in a Late-1Loman-
style provincial imperial palace complex at Aachen.® When did ‘Romania’ actually end?
That question scems especially disquicting because Peter Brown, the great rehabilitator
of the sophisticated world of Late Antiquity. has delighted over the years in warning
audiences that *Late Antiquity is later than you think'.!

Not everyone is sanguine about Late Antiquity’s expansion.™ If Rome’s academic
legtons want to lay claim to the entire cady medieval West, they need to identity a grand
stracegy, an underlying mission lending vitlity to what had appeared to be simply
the detritus of a fallen civilization. Rome's final mission, it is now alleged. was to change
barbarians into Romans or at least into Rome-friendly nations This perspective, long
implicit in the sweeping theses of Roman Catholic apologists such as the sociologist
Christopher Dawson,™ is now explicit in Walter Goffart’s survey of ‘Rome’s Final Con-
quest: The Barbarians’, which is presented here in History Compass.>* These barbarians,
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no longer the ferocious alien “other’, have now metamorphosed into pillars of the old
Roman system. client peoples essential to Roman society whose regularization had always
been an on-going task.

Note that if the master narrative of post-lRoman Western history becomes the Roman-
1zation of new peoples, then this story reaches its logical conclusion when, at the end of
the tenth century, the Scandinavians, Slavs, and Magyars were all drawn firmly into the
Roman orbit. This expansion has even been suggested as the real catlyst for the break
up ot Mediterranean unity — Pirenne’s major theme = since late ninth- and tenth-century
ecclesiastical rivalries over Eastern Europe seriously exacerbated differences between Latin
and Greek Christians.™ Locating the division between the old world and the new around
the year 1000 harmonizes with Europe’s newly expanded historiographical consciousness
because at that tme the nations to the north and cast were simultancously converting
to Christianity, forming proto-states, and experiencing increasing Frankish cultural
liegemony.

A problem with making Rome's civilizing mission the master narrative is that it was
not conipletely successful = I am writing here in English, not Latin. The partial failure
has been explined by one of the many European intellectuals displaced by the Nazis,
Peter Munz (d. 2007), who, after observing New Zealanders and Maoris attempting to
accommadate each other in his new homeland, came to the conclusion that carly medie-
val history ‘is essentially a history of the gradual dissolution of tribes’, a dynamic that
could inspire Charlemagne but also thwart him inasmuch as it created both chaos and
alternative structures that could get in the way of a restored Roman order, According to
Munz, the period between the Roman Empire and the developed feudal monarchies
resembles modern European colonization and decolonization, both in the destruction of
indigenous cultures and in the unpredictable cultural syntheses that followed.2® Moreover,
a goal partially attained can be a dead end. Achieved goals are obsolete, their inadequacies
glaringly obvious. Scholars who see the tenth century as the end of the ancient world in
the Latin West often find themselves simultaneously elucidating both the ‘Romanness’ of
the century and its disjunctures with the following age.

Did the Ancient Economic Order Survive wntil a Millennial ‘Fewdal Revolution’?

Historians who place the tenth century in the ancient world usually point first to its eco-
nomic and social order. Their arguments are complex. Some consensus exists about economic
organization before and after the Early Middle Ages. In the hierarchically organized Later
Roman Empire, centers attempted to dominate peripheries (not always with great suc-
cess). The countryside featured large, self=sufficient estates, depending to a greater or les-
ser extent on unfree labor. Economic transactions, even labor agreements, came to rely
more on barter and gift. less on money. The resulting cconomy was increasingly static,
but had the virtues of stability and predictability. This differs greatly from the world of
the High Middle Ages, where dramatic rural and urban demographic growth were associ-
ated with expanding local and international markets. Peasanes cultivated more and more
land. Agricultural slavery had disappeared, and slavery itself was rare except for domestic
slaves in maritime regions, most often females. The new rural economy was a tight
patchwork of castles, territorial lordships, villages, parishes, and towns. What is debared is
how Europe mamaged to move from one systetn to the other. Medieval historians
traditionally postulated a long, slow transition, and treated the records surviving from the
Carolingian Empire as an economic ‘snapshot” taken at some point near the middle of a
lincar development. But now a new scenario is on the table.
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Could the ancient rural economy have continued on in the Latin west — despite multiple
crises, fluctuations, and local anomalies = right up until the very end of the tenth century,
and then undergone a cataclysmic metamorphosis, an economic and social paradigm shift
that created the world of the High Middle Ages? Part of the inspiration for this theory
comes from Marxist economics which equate production in the ancient world with a slave
economy and in the medieval world with a feudal economy, a distinction that left Marxist
scholars uncomfortable about the half millennium of early medieval history whose ‘maode of
production’ was not obviously cither.”” More than a half century ago, Georges Duby,
studying the Maconnais (the well documented region around the monastery of Cluny),
described a rapid structural transformation around the turn of the millennium when lesser
nobles and knights usurped power; in the 196k, he labeled this a ‘feudal revolution’ {a
‘révolution féodale’).™ French scholars ran with this model. ™ Lively debate ensued.™
Scholars have identified transEuropean and even worldwide manifestations' A related way
ta conceptualize rapid shifts to new forms of seigneurial exploitation is ‘encastellation’ (an
awkward anglicization of the Itahan ‘encastellamento’), the construction of vast numbers of
fortified centers throughour the interior of Europe, a process that began in a major way in
the tenth century and burgeoned in the 11¢h and 12th. Although the castles and fortified
villages originally had military purposes, they fostered greater control by lords as they
encouraged gcop]c to move from dispersed households and hamlets into more concentrated
settlenments, ™ Violence emanating from these castles is said to have brought down the old
rural order. In fact, scholars describing a ‘feudal revolution’ almost always document their
cases with ancedotal reports of violence,” even though some skeptics question whether it
might not also have been possible to collect similar tales of woe from other time periods
such as the ninth century, or whether the clergymen reporting ‘violence’ were always disin-
terested witnesses, or whether an alleged increase in accounts of violence might reflect
changes in the processes of reporting rather than in the underlying conduct.™

In the tilm The Wild One (1954), Marlon Brando, challenged to name what he was
rebelling against, asked “What have you got?’ 1t there were a ‘feudal revolution’, to what
was it opposed? What have the muwarionistes got? Their grand vision is compelling enough
in the abstract. They argue that up through the tenth century the old order in the coun-
tryside still included a ‘public sphere’ that in theory, although not always in practice. rep-
resented an overarching ideal of order and public good. The rebels were lesser lords,
castellans, and knights who within a couple of generations completely privatized the old
public order, grabbed governmental powers for themselves, and forced all elements of
society to accede to their demands. To formulate this model too clearly: tenth-century
lordshtp would have been exercised publicly by traditional public officials for the public
good. eleventh-century lordship privately by usurpers for self-aggrandizement. But what
demonstrates this? Government property, the old imperial fisc acquired by post-Roman
kings, offers no help as an index, since chunks of lands and revenues were continually
alicnated throughout the Early Middle Ages, and since. as Carolingian monarchs became
weaker during the ninth century, the counts who were their administrators tended to
silently absorb public property into their own holdings.™ Even in Charlemagne’s
day, governmental oftices were often inherited. Elite expectations of gifts and ‘fefs’ as
payments for services do not constitute any distinctive change inasmuch as Carolingian
governmental “officials’ had always been ‘aristocrats first, royal agents second’.?®

Onc possible marker is the placitum, the public tribunal run by the count, which
became increasingly rare in some parts of Europe after the tenth century.”” Related to
this breakdown of higher justice would have been the seignenric banale, lesser lords who
acquired the judicial power of command (the ban), and used such banal lordship to
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homogenize all peasant farmers — slaves, non-slave tenants, and even free men within
their legal junsdicoions — into an amorphous class of dependent serfs.™ But would the
breakdown of a somewhat centralized court system, one more distinguished for social
comprowise than for abstract justice, have been a sufficient reason for a rapid social and
political structural shift?

The proof for such a shift is said to be the decline of slavery. It is claimed that tenth-
century Europe was still a ‘slave society’.™ Recent studies have certainly expanded
knowledge of early medieval slavery in the Latin West, demonstrating not only its impor-
tance but also some surprising geographical and chronological variations.™ But in the
tenth century, leaving aside those owned by Vikings and Muslims, slaves are not very
conspicuous.”’ Thus those who claim that tenth-century Europe was a ‘slave society’ find
it necessary to argue that just as in today’s ‘capitalist socicties’ only a small minority of
people niay actually control the means of production and dominate markets, but yet are
still able to impose their social values on all who aspire to such advantages so also in a
slave society’ even rare slavery could still be a determinative social structure if those peo-
ple who were slaveholders thereby gained a superior social status that non-slaveholders
would want to :lcquin:."'2 This argument, however, derives much of its force from verbal
slippage: ‘slavery’ is technically a legal state of non-freedom, not necessarily connected to
systems of ‘plantation slavery’ such as those known in the ancient world and in the ante-
bellum American South; to make slavery the major marker of the survival {or absence) of
the ancient cconomy puts a heavy burden on a purely legal construct that, in practice,
might not have greatly differentiated the day-to-day lives of slaves from those of their
neighbors, other peasant farmers who might also owe produce and labor to the very same
lords. The disappearance of agriculeural slavery in the High Middle Ages might reflect
its irrelevance rather than prove that oppressive overlords had suddenly revolutionized
society by trapping slaves and all other peasant farmers in an arbitrary net of serfdom.

Mutations in a Roman Military Order?

Tenth-century nations resembled Rome by cmploying professional military forces.
Although in the days of the Republic 2 Roman citizen army had been able to conguer
much of the Mediterranean coast, professionals took over once the demands of ruling a
world empire became too great. German nations also fomerly had citizen armies consist-
ing of all free able-bodied males of appropriate age. Scholars increasingly doubt, however,
that the ideal of *a nation in arms’ remained practical over the centuries, even amony the
Anglo-Saxons and the Lombards whose laws and texts sometimes scem to presuppose
it.”> More typical was the way Charlemagne assembled his forces for battle: he normally
summoned his own and his counts’ military households (the well-trained special forces
mobilized by warlords since late antiquity): for a larger army he calied up a select levy
from free men of property, perhaps supplemented by allies or mercenaries; only for emer-
gency defense in border areas did he employ mass mobilization.** His most important
troops were heavily armored professional soldiers. Although they had horses for transport,
whether or not they actually fought on horseback has been the subject of a long historio-
graphical debate: it had been claimed that heavily armored cavalrymen dominated battle-
fields ever since the Bacle of Adrianople (378); then Lynn White Jr. linked the
ascendancy of the knight to technological changes in the Carolingian era such as the
adoption of the stirrup and ‘mounted shock combat’ (attack with the lance held at rest
against the body, so that it struck its target with the combined force of horse and rider);
after White's thesis was overthrown by evidence indicating that Carolingian forces usually
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still fought on foot, scholars continued to search for a post-Carolingian ‘military revolu-
tion” that would mark the knight's definitive ascent, perhaps in Germany in the tenth
century.”” Today some scholars question whether mounted knights ever dominated early
medieval batdefields. ™ Whac can be affirmed is that armored professional soldiers gained
importance in the tenth century thanks to the spread of improved military technology.
more affordable iron armor, and, most important of all, the ability of soldiers based in
newly constructed castles to harass all the countryside within a half day's ride. Popular
militias, on the other hand, except when defending well-planned fortified positions, were
mereasingly useless against these military professionals.”’

This shifting balance had social consequences. On one hand, the transition to more
professional military forces made society more ‘“Roman’, and in places where overlords
could actually control their vassals more hierarchical. Yet the old Carolingian order’s rela-
tively small ruling clite = the vuler’s relatives, friends, and officeholders — now had to
come to terms with more numerous and increasingly powerful professional fighters, some
possessing their own fortified bases. So did peasant farmers. The result could be funda-
mental changes in political and social relationships. As champions of ‘“feudal mutation’
describe this process:

From the very heart of the “primitive” peasantry came those who allowed its domestication,
Here too we can see more clearly today that those not-so-chivalrous knights ... were not all of
noble family, far from it. The vast majority of these henchmen, these “fist men,” were [sic]
born of the decompasition, the “kulakization,”™ of ancient country socicty. In order to be
“higher™ than the others, they agreed to serve, thus making possible the final victory of the
warrior households over the peasant neighborhoods. Once the fundamental character of chis
movement was determined, there was licde reom for chronelogical Auctuations: by the decades
around the year 1060 the western European world had fundamentally changed.*™

A Roman Ecclesiastical and Political Order?

The institutions of Church and state in the tenth century were consciously modeled on
Roman precedent, perhaps more closely than in any earlier or later medieval century.
Today's scholars usually prefer to treac Church and state as separate institutions, but no
sharp distinctions were drawn here by Constantine, Charlemagne, and the unbroken line
of Roman emperors who still ruled out of Constantinople. In theory, rulers held their
powers from the Lord, and, as his vassals, were obliged to safeguard religious interests —
to protect, promote, and enrich the Lord’s Church. The first Carolingtan kings and
emperors used ecclesiastical recognition and ceremony to justify their usurpation, but
based their actual power primarily on their own resources and on their ability to unite
local aristocratic factions. Later Carolingian rulers and their non-Carolingian successors,
weakened by factional wars and invasions, depended more and more upon the insttu-
tional Church. The tenth century saw increasingly claborate coronation ceremonies,
Kings had thrones in great churches. As itinerant rulers, they routinely sought hospitality
at their major churches and monasteries, and they had a vested interest in ensuring
that these way stations could provide it.” They exercised control by patronage and by
promoting their own candidates for ecclesiastical offices.™

Educated churchinen thought in Roman ternms and helped spread Roman ideals. In
Ottonian Germany, the imperial clergy led by Archbishop Bruno of Cologne {953-65),
the chancellor and half brother of Otto [, developed styles of conduct and public service
that introduced courdy behavior to Germanice warlords.™! The court promoted a Ciceronian
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philosophy of public service.® Prince bishops, clean-shaven in the Roman style and
wearing clerical vesunents derived from Rome, helped make hirsute German warlords
obsolete.™ In the absence of cffective state institutions, churchmen and rulers utilized
Rome-oriented ritual and symbolism to domesticate unruly nobles.>*

Public classicism was not limited to German nobles: around the millennium some
French lords — including the dukes of Normandy, the counts of Anjou, and the dukes of
Aquitaine — were also distinguished for Roman ceremonies and affectations.™ Simple
knights, however, would need more _time, perhaps until the 12th century, to acquire any
coherent chivalric courtly ideology.™ A self~conscious classical revival in tenth-century
schools has been claimed as the start of the remaissance of which the famed ‘Renaissance
of the Twelfth Century’ was the conclusion.® In regard to the more practical arts of
Rome, it is noteworthy that Vitruvius’ De Architeenra surives in a half dozen or more
tenth-century copies, more than from any other pre-Renaissance century.™

Tenth-century clerics self-consciously evoked Rome by incorporating into their new
churches clements taken from ancient buildings (spolia) and by modeling their churches
on those buile by Constantine in Rome and Jerusalem.®” Yet clerics did not rely very
much upon the pope's direct administrative authority. The bishop of Rome was an
important symbolic figure who, as the leader of the West's most prestigious church, could
be called upon to validate ecclesiastical arrangements throughout the Latin West, but the
surviving tenth-century papal letters do not demonstrate consistent Roman leadership or
burcaucratic sophistication.™

Otto T and Roman Restoration

The most cited example of Roman influence on tenth-century politics is the career of
Otto TI (king 983~1002, emperor 996-1002), who received much recent scholarly atten-
tion during the millennial anniversaries of his reign.”' His grandfather Otto 1 (936-973),
after acquiring an imperial crown in Rome in 962, actemipted to affirm his status by
arranging for his son Otto I to marry a Byzantine princess, Empress Theophanou brought
Greek art, learning, and personnel to the West. Otto 111, her son, was raised to be an
old-style emperor. His tutor, Gerbert of Rheims, was not modest about the prograny:

Ours. ours is the Roman Empire. lealy, fertile in fruits, Lorraine and Germany, fertile in men,
offer their resources, and even the strong kingdoms of the Slavs are not lacking to us. Our
August emperor of the Romans art thou, Caesar, who, sprung from the noblest blood of the
Greeks, surpass the Greeks in empire and govern the Romans by hereditary right, but both you
surpass in genius and eloquence.®?

How dedicated Gerbert was to the restoration of Rome is indicared by the name he
chose when Otto 11T helped arrange his clection as pope, Sylvester II, evoking Sylvester
I, the pope during Constantine’s reign. Otto 11 adopted an imperial lead seal that boasted
of “The Renewal of the Roman Empire’ (*Renovatio imperii. Romanonun’), His aim, a
contemporary cliimed, was not just to renew the Empire but also “to renew the ancient
customs of the Romans, now mostly obliterated’.”* He moved his court to Rome, took
up residence on the Palatine hill, and awarded Greek and Latin titles to his followers.
Questions about the novelty, colerence, sincerity, and audience of this imperial initiative
continue to elicie lively scholarly debace.™

Otto 111 symbolizes not only the desire to restore the Roman Empire but also its
impracticality. While residing in Rome, he found the Germans difficult to govern and
the Romans impossible. Soon he was forced to leave the city, and later, after a brief
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cremitical interlude, he died while preparing to besiege it. He was only 22, The princess
bride he had requested from Constantinople arrived in ltaly too late and was sent back
home. *Renovatio imperii Romanonnn’ had failed. In the Byzantine East, an autocrar aided
by a long-established bureaucracy could still rule in a late Roman manner over an aucar-
chic, fragmented populace; in the Latin West, a ruler without developed bureaucratic
apparatus was confronted by congeries of peoples and territories, nobles with their own
military households, powerful lineages, social classes with strong internal horizontal
links, and cities and confraternities developing their own new power bases.”” So great
were the obstacles to Roman-style rule that one is tempted to interpret tenth-century
Romanophile ideology as a poignant nostalgia for an ideal world order that people
vaguely recognized was slipping away, much like the affection of 19th-century Americans
for the simple country life depicted in Currier & lves prints or the fascination of

20th-century Americans with the cowboys and Indians of the *Westerns'.*

Conclusion: The Tenth Century as the End of the Ancient 1World?

Historical periods arc artificial constructs. No one woke up the end of the tenth century
and recognized that the ancient world had come to a close. It was once believed thae
people at the start of the year 1000 expected to wake up to the imminent end of the
whole world, but the millennialist traditions involved, as illuminated by recent scholarly
debates about the ‘terrors of the year 1000°, wm out to be much more diffuse.”” The
flow of time was scamless,

Amateur and professional historians create historical periodization in order to orient
themselves and ¢their audiences to major changes over time. Separating history into ‘ages’
is pedagogically useful insofar as it situates past events in gross chronological trameworks
and makes it easier to recognize relationships and developments. Yet there is a perpetual
need to balance the benefits gained against the harms inherent in oversimplification.

Thanks to impressive academic studies over the last generation, Late Antiquity has
come into its own. Scholars have illuminated its rich intellectual life, its inpressive Chris-
tian culture, and its continuing, though much transfornted, economic, political, and social
systems. The Roman Empire is now ‘transformed’, not ‘fallen’. But, if there were no
clearly demarcated fall of the Roman Empire, then when did Roman civilization become
so irrevocably transformed that it can no longer function cffectively as an explanatory
device? Advancing units of Rome’s academic legions have been attempting to claim for
themselves all of the Early Middle Ages, and to inagine the tenth century as che ancient
world’s last curtain call, Late Antiquity's final bow before it yielded to the High Middle
Ages, the first stage of a recognizably modermn world. Aspects of this case are convincing;
the continuities and connections cited are impressive.

Yet not everyone is prepared to consign the tenth century to the ancient world. Schol-
ars adopting very difterent perspectives have seen it as the start, or even as the second
stage, of a whole new medieval world. Their arguments also deserve a hearing and will
be presented in *Reforging the Age of Iron, Part 11" to follow in History Compass,
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melude Re M, Karras, Slavery and Sodety in Medicral Seamdinaria (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1988} 12, A
L. Pelweret, Stavery in Lardy Mediserad Gngland: From the Reign of Alfred antil the Foclfih Cemnry (Woodbndge, Suf-
folk: Boydell Press, 1993 5. A, Epsiein. Speaking of Shwery: Color, Ethmiciry, and Homun Bondage in daly (Ithaca,
NY: Corell University Press, 2001), emphasizing slavery in later periods; and C. L. Hammer, A Large-Seale Stave
Socicry of dhe Lordy Middle Ages: Slaves and “Their Families in Ealy Medicral Bavaria (Burlingron, VI Ashgate, 2002);
and several studies an Seandinavian slavery in P. Hernaes and T, Iversen (eds.). Shawvery across Tine amd Space; Sundics
i Stavery i Medicval Eusape and Africa. Uondbeim Swidies in History, vol. 38 (Trondhein: NTRNU Deparonent
of History, 2002),

" i laly, a dechne of slavery beginning before the tenth centary is documented in G. Luzzateo, ! seni nelle grandi
proprictd vecesiustivhe iafiane dei secoll IX ¢ X (Senigallia: Societa ripogratica Marchigiana, 190Y), repr. in Dat servd della
gleba aoi atbore del capitationmo: Sapui del storia ecomomiica (Bari: Laterza, 1966}, 1=177. In England. where Viking seule-
wient ought o have promoted slavery, Pelierec. Slwery, 259, believes that ‘the nuntber of shives was substantially
reduced modie contury and a balf” preceding the Conquest’; he offers 3 Domesday figure of around 10% of the
population (192-93). Bois, Transfommation, 20-22, who emphasizes the significance of slves to the region around
Louniand, nevertheless caleulates thae they only constituted abour 15% of the inhabitants,

2 Hois, Trangformation, 22,

" *Hurizontal recruimment’ by the king frem a social class is discussed in Halsall, 1arfare amd Sociery, 40-70, For
skepticiam about the persistence of nass mobilization, see . . Abels, Lordship and Milisary Obligatton in Anglo-
Suson Lngland (Berkeley: Univensity of California Press, 1988), esp. 175-79; and Delogu, ‘Lombard and Carohingian
Laly", in NCMH. 2 (1995): 200-319, esp. 29091 and 202-03,

* ] France, “The Composition and Raising of the Armies of Charlemagne™. Jorral of Medicral Mhbitary History, 1
120021 6182 and Habsall, 1Warfare and Society, 73-110, The parallel orgatization of Quonian armies is described in
D. 8. Bachrach, "The Miltary Organization of QOuonian Germany, ¢, 900-1018: The Views of Bishop Thictnar of
Merseburg', The Joural of Military History, 72 (2008): 1061~ 088,

L White Jr., Medicra Tecmology amd Social Change (Oxtord: Oxford University Press, 1962), 1-3H; leading to
the debate summiarized in A, Roland, *Once More into the Stirrups: Lynn White Jr., Medicval Techmalogy and Socal
Chanpe’, Technology and Cultire, 44 (2003): 574-85. For problems with an alleged “Saxon Military Revohution”,
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sce B 5. Bachrach and D. S Bachrach, “Saxon Miliary Revolution, 912-973F Myth and Reality”, Eady Medieral
Emrope, 13 (2007): 186-222,
* 1. S, Bachrach, *Memory, Epistemology. and the Writing of Early Medieval History: The Example of Bishop

Phetemar of Mersebury (1009108, Flater, 38 (2007): 63-90. For a defense of cavalry’s domiinant role, see J. F.
Verbruggen, “The Role of the Cavalry in Medieval Wartare™, tans. K. DeViies. founmal of Medicval Military History,
3 (2003); 46-71.

1 On che strengths and weaknesses of popular militias, see Bachrach and Bachrach. “Saxon Military Revolution’.

" Poly and Bournazel, Fendal Trangformation, 353,

" ). Bembarde, ftiveranr Kingship and Royal Monasterics ine Barly Medieral Germany, 936- 1075, Cambridge Studies in
Medieval Life and Thought, 4th ser., vol. 21 (Cambridge. UK: Cambridge University Press, 1993), Yet dependence
on ceclesiastical hospitality exhibited much vartation: see C. Brithl, Fodmm, gistm, servitiom rogis: Stdien =u den
wirtsclrfilichen. Grundlagen des Kowigruns im Fronkenecic wnd in den frankisehen Nachfoleesiaatens: Dewtscdand, Frantreich
s dtafiens vow 6. bis e Mivte des 14, Jalwhindens, 2 vols., Kélner historische Abhandlungen, vol. 14{1=2} (Cologne:
Bohlau, 1968).

* Bowlus, “The Early Kaisercieh in Recent German Histoniography', Central Enropeanr History, 23 (1990): 349-76,
esp. I60-G3, sums up some of the raditional debates on the Gernman ‘Imperial Church Systen’. Warner, “The
lnage of the Ottonzan Bishop®, in M. Frassetco {ed.). The Year (000: Religions amd Socral Respouse 1o the Tuning of
the Fast Mallewnizon (New: York: Padgrave MacMillan, 2002), 85-1 10, illuminates royal and aristocratic involvenient
with the episcopate.

*' (28, Jacger. “The Courtier Ihishop in Tiee trom the Tenth through the Twelith Century”, Speodim, 58 (1983):
291=325; Jaeger, The Orging of Conrtliness: Civalizing Treads and the Fonnation of Comtly Ideals, 9391210 (Philadel-
phia: Univesaty of Penusylvania Press, 1983), 4-5 and 21-48; A, Scaghone, Kuights at Conre: Counliness, Chivalry,
amd Courtesy fm Ontomian Geanany 1o the ftaliane Renaissanee (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991); Jaeger,
The Envy of Angels: Cathedrol Schools and - Sociol Ideals in Medieral Enrope, 930-1200 (Philadelphia; University
of Penmsylvama Press, 1994), 36-47 and 53-54, The bmits of clerical success in molding chivalry are analyzed in
. W. Kaeaper, Chivalry aud Violence in Medicval Enrope (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999),

2 Jaeger, ‘Philosophy, ca. 950105, Fiaror, 40 2009): 17—

o the tench century, many Ly leaders, including the Ovonian emperors, followed the predominant Roman and

clerical example and became clean-shaven: see G. Constable, *Introduction on Beards in the Middle Ages', in R, B.
C. Huygens {ed.), Apologiac Drae. Corpus Chnstianorum Continuatio Mediaevalis, vol. 62 (Turnhout Brepols,
1UB3), 47=130, esp. 62-03 and Y2935,
G, Althoil, Spiclregeln der Politike im Mintchabier: Konmanikation i Frieden und Fehde (Datmstade: Primus, 1997),
and Die Madit dder Riale: Symbolike wnd Hereschafi i Miteebadter (Darmistade: Primus, 2003), Much of the extensive
biblingraphy on highly developed German court culture is cited in 1. A. Wamer, ‘Ritual and Memory in the
Ortontan Reich: The Ceremony of dAdvessas', Speadin, 76 (2001); 255-83.

" B 5. Bachrach, ‘Neo-Roman vs. Feudal: “Fhe Heuristic Value of a Construct for the Reign of Fulk Nerra,
Comrt of the Angevins (987-1040)°, Cithara, 30 (1990): 3-30, esp. 12,

" M. Keen, Clivalry (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984), 21-43; C. B. Bouchard, 'Strong of By, Brave
and Noble': Chivalry and Sociery in Aedicval Frouce (Ithaca, NY: Comell University Press, 1998), 10712, J. Flori,
"Knighdy Socieey’. in NCAIH, vol, 471 {2004): 148-84, esp. 148-30; D. Crouch. The Binh of Nebility: Constrncting
Artstoveacy i Enghnd and Frauce, 900=1300 {Harlow, UK: earson Longnun, 2006}, 28—2 and 71-74.
¥ Iilliewe, ‘Le XE siecle dans Thistoire de | literature”, in logna-Prac and Picard {eds.). Religion ef adture autonr de
Pare Mil. 93-98; Jaeger, ‘Pessimism in the Twelfth-Century “Remissance™, Speculun 78(4) (2003): 1151-83, esp.
ALIR

" For the revival of interest in Vitruvius work on architecture, see G, H. Krinsky, “Seventy-Light Vitruvius
Manuscripts™, foural of the Warbung and Connanld Insiinees, 30 (1967): 36=70; C. Heirz. *Vitruve et architecture du
haut moyen dge’s in La adtura antica ol Ocademte batino dal VH alf* X1 secolo: 18-24 wrile 1974, 2 vols., Settimane di
studio del Centro ialiano di studi sullalto Medioevo, 22, vol. 2 (Spoleto: CISAM, 1973) 725-37. Vitruvius was
Just one clement of the tenth-century revival of Classical and early Christian sources described in Hiscock, The Hise
Muster Brilder: Platonic Geometry i Plans of Medieral Abbeys and Cathedrals (Aldershot. Hampshire: Ashiate, 2000,
25-95
"I Krautheimer, ‘Titroduction to an Iconography of Medieval Architecture’, SJoural of the Warbsery and Courtanld
bistiies, 5 (1942); 1=33, Lngland bl on 4 taditional dependence on Roman prototypes described in N. Howe,
‘Rome: Capiul of Anglo-Saxon England”. The fownl of Medicval and Early Moders Stridfies, 34 (2003); 147-722 and
I- Hawkes, “lusa Moren Romunorsun: Stone and Sculpture in Angla-Saxon England’, in Q. E. Karkov and G. H.
Brown {eds.). Anglo-Savon Styfes, SUNY Series in Medieval Stadies (Albany: State University of New York Press,
20003}, 69-99, esp. 71,

“' For an evocative image of the tenth-century papacy. see R. W. Southern, The Making of the Middle Ages
[(Nuw Haven: Yale University Press. 1953), 134=38, The surviving papal correspondence of the tenth cenory s
published in Zimmermaon (ed.), Papsturkunden, 896—1046, 3 vols., Osterreichische Akademic der Wissenschalten,
Denkschritten, Philosophisch-Fistorische Klasse, vols, 174, 177, and 198 (Vienna: Osterreichischen Akademie der
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Wissenschafien, 198:4-8Y). H-H. Kortum, Znr pipsdivhen Urlenndensprache im Frifen Mitelalter: Dic pipstlichen Privile-
pienr, 8961046, Beitrage zur Geschichte tund Quellenkunde des Mictelalters, vol, 17 (Sigmaringen: Jan Thorbecke,
1951 esp. 424=25, angues on the basis of stylistic anomalies that a reactive papacy s revealed by these leters,
which appear to have been drafted by their recipients.

") Fried, One HL vnd Beleshans Chrobry: Das HWidmngshild des Aachiener Evangeliars, der 4kt ro Griesen™ umd dus
Avithe Pobutsee und Ungarische: Koniginn: Eine Bildawalyse wnd ihee listorischen Folgen, Frankfurter historische Abhand-
lungen, vol. M} (Staeegart: F. Steiner Verlag Wiesbaden, 1989); K. Gorich, Ouo {1 Rosuuis Saxoniens of Halions:
katserlhe Rompolitile sl sichische Historiograpltic, Histonsche Forschungen, vol. 18 (Sigmaringen: Jan Thorbecke
Verlag, 19935 E. Eickhotf, Theaplae wnd dee Kewig: Otto HE wind seine Welt (Swungare: Klew-Cotea,  1996);
B. Schneideniiiller and S, Wemfureer (eds.). Ono I1L, Henrdh 1 Eme 1Vonde? Mitelalter-Forschungen, vol, |
(Sigmaringen: Jan Thorbecke Verlag, 1997): S, Waldhoff, *Der Kaiser in der Krise? Zum Verstindnis von Thicunar
IV 48, Dawsclies: Awhiv fiie Edforsclung des Miticlalters, 34 (1998): 23-34; Eickhott, Kuiser Qe HI: Dic erste Jufirtan-
semdrcnde wnd dic Enthaltine Evopas: (Stotggare: Klew-Cotea, 1999); 5. Hamilton, **Most Hustrious King of Kings™
Evidence for Ouonian Kingship in the Ouo 11 Prayerbook {Munich. Bayerische Statshibliothek, Cha 3111Y,
Joutnal of Mediewal History, 27 (2000): 37-88; M. Gabricle, ‘Oto I, Charlemagne, and Pentecost A 101
A Reconsideration Using Diplomatic Evidence’, in Frassetto {ed), The Year 10, 111=32; Fried, Das [Fidungshild
des Auchener Evangeliars, der Ak vow Goosen™ wind das frithe polnisdie and ungarische Konigan, Eine Bildanatyse wnd il
Instomsihien Fofeen, Frankfoner Historische Abhandlungen, vol. 30 (1989), 2nd rev. edu, (Stungart: F. Steiner. 2001):
G. Althoff, Ot 11, trans. Phylks G, Jesuce (University Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 2013),

2 Gerbert, Letter 232 {10 Ouwo I, Dec, 26, 997), trans. H. P, Lattin, The Leiers of Gerbert avith His Papal Privideges
15 Syleester I (New York: Columbia University Press, 1961}, 287-99.

“1 hictmar, Chrontion 1V xIvii, 0 Warner {tans.), Ononian Germany, 185

" The definitive interpretor of the textual and iconographic evidence for Ouo’s program of Roman renewul
was P E. Schramm, mose famously in Raiser, Rom und  Revovagio: Studien and Texte zur Ceschicie des romischen
Emeocnmgsoedankens vom Ende des Rarolingischen Reichies bis 2w hivestitnrsiris, 2 vols., Studien der Bibliothek War-
burg, vol. 7. {1929), dth edn. (Darmstade: Wissenschafihiche Buchgesellschaft, 1984). Recence scholars have ques-
tioned Schimnin’s tendency to interpres all evidence in terms of an overarching program, his claim that Otto had a
secubar vision of Rome, and his focus on ideals rather than on practical policies: see Gorich, One HIL 187-209; Alt-
hotl. Qe 11 81-8% and Warner, “Ideaks and Actions m the Reign of Otta 111, foumal of Medicval Hisiory, 25
{19991 =18,

" T, Reuter, “The Making of England and Germany, 830-1050: Points of Comparison and Difference’. in Medieral
Ewropeans: Studics in Ethuic dentity and Nasional Perspectives in Medieval Eveope, ed. Ao P, Smiyth (London: Maemillan
Press. 1998). 53-70, esp. 54=35, repr, in bis Medicval Politivs, 284-99, esp. 284-83, sees the tenth-century German
Kingdom as an artificial construer; Nelson, ‘Frankish Idenity i Charlemagne’s Empire’, in I H. Gaeipzanoy, 1*. ]
Geary and PP Urbaiczyk (eds.). Franks, Northmen, and Stavs: Mentivics and State: Formation in Early Medieval Europe,
Cursor mundi, vol. 5 (Turnhout: Brepols, 2008), 71-83. rakes a similar view of the Carolingian Empire, A sympo-
st on the cohesion of the Ottonian world ~ featuring contributions by H. Keller, G. Althoff, IR, Schieffer, and
J- Ehbers —appears in Frilimittcladtediche Stadien, 33 (1989): 244--31. For the contmse with the Byzantine situation. see
A. Kazhdan and G, Constable, People and Poweer in Bpzantinm: Au imtroduction to Modern Byzautine Stndies (Washingron,
DC: Dwubarton Oaks, Center for Byzantine Studies, Trustees for Harvard University, 1982), 29-32, Y3, 123-26,

™ For a more nuaneed analysis of Roman appeal and ideal, see J. M. H. Simith, Europe afier Rome: A New Crilyeral
Higtory, 500~ 1000 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), 253-92,

Phe historiographical development of the “terrors of the year 1000 5 surveyed in $, Gouguenheim, Les funsses
terrctirs de Lan il Anente de bt fin dos temps ou approfondisioment de la foi? (Paris: Picard. 1999), 23-43; E. Peters,
‘Mutations,  Adjusoments, Terrors. Historians, and che Year 10007, in Fraseto (ed.), The Year 100D, 9-28; B.
MeGrn, “The Cnd ks Not Yeo Reflections on the Staie of Apocalypuc Swdies’, and A., Vauchez. *Onmipre-
sence de Fapocalypisme dans Phistoire”, in Vauchez (ed.), L'Auente des temps nouveans: Eschatologie, miflénarismes et
rrsions du fidier, by swopen age an XN sigee (Tumhout: Brepols, 2002), 135—41 and 14348, To do justice to the
bvely debates that reemerged as cdhe milleonial year 2000 approached would require o separate Historp Comyutss
Ty,
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Re-Forging the ‘Age of iron’
Part Il: The Tenth Century in a New Age?

John Howe*
Texas Tech University

Abstract

The tenth century, once dismissed as an unpleasant *Age of Tron’, now receives increased attention
as an important age of ransion. Historians are attempting to understand how it fits into the
broader narmave of Western Civilization. Although some scholars have idendfied it as the last act
of the post-Roman world, others see it as a new age. Perhaps the High Middle Ages with its agri-
cultural and demographic revolution, its new villages and parishes, its revived cites, its reformed
churches and schools, and 1ts medieval monarchs began in the tenth century? Or were those
changes not novelties of the tenth century but rather manifestations of a ‘take off’ thae had already
begun back in the Carolingian Empire, and which, despite the problems posed by late Carolingian
wars and invasions, was able to continue, spread, and blossom into the growth and prosperity of
the High Middle Ages? New scholarly interest i the tenth century has made it much less of a
‘dark age’, but scholars still are not quite certain how to conceptualize its historical significance,

Textbooks on Western Civilization normally devote a chapter to ‘Europe in the High
Middle Ages’. This periodization assumes that after Europe had survived its post-Carolin-
gian crises it began an age of growth lasting several centuries: agriculture expanded, tech-
nology advanced, cities muluplied, international trade revived. and Frankish social and
political institutions spread to new areas. Chapters on ‘The High Middle Ages’ attrac-
tively describe magnificent churches and castles, fledgling universities, and the ‘birch of
the state’; they present this period as the highpoint of the whole medieval millennium.

How is the tenth century related to the chapter on the High Middle Ages? Initially, it
was the foil, the Dark Age against which Europe’s revival could shine more brighely. Yet
over the course of the last century the historiographical center of gravity of the High
Middle Ages has been subtly sliding backwards. The Gothic Image and The Thirteenth:
Greatest of Centnries glowed less brightly against The Renaissance of the Twelfth Century,
then the The Making of the Middle Ages, The Fornmation of a Persecuting Sociery, and The
Maling of Europe highlighted the seminal role of the cleventh.! As historians continue
their (perhaps inadvisable) quest for origins, they confront the possibility that the High
Middle Ages began in the tenth century.

According to Robert Fossier, ‘... almost all the observations which one can make,
whatever the preoccupation of individual historians, paint to the tenth century as the age
ot growth. of take-off, of rising, or some such phrase’.: To prove this, however, is not
casy. One problem is that ‘renaissances’ and ‘golden ages’, although they shine brightly
enough from a distance, upon closer examination usually prove to be amorphous agglom-
eraions of whatever their inventors considered politicly correct and appealing, supple-
mented by a few later modifications added by partisans actenipting to keep them relevant.
Another problem is that the extraordinary prosperity of the High Middle Ages cannot be
explained in terms of one or two historical variables, but rather scems to manifest what
cconomists call a “virtuous cycle’, a convergence of multiple positive trends mucually
promoted by their interactions. To relate the tenth century to the High Middle Ages

2010 The Auther
History Compass = 2010 Blackwell Putilishing Ltd



Re-Forging the "Age of Iron”: Part I 1001

requires iteni-by-itcem comparisons that undercue the attempt to comprehend an interre-
lated totaliey.

In an earlier article in History Compass on ‘Reforging the “Age of Iron™, I examined
recent effors to present the tenth century as the end of the ancient world. That model
by no means exhausts scholarly creativity. Academics have been developing other ways to
place the tenth century into the grand narrative of Western Civilization, models looking
more toward the future than the past. They see the tenth century as the birthplace of
the High Middle Ages, or, alternatively, as a manifestation of a new Europe that had
already begun to take shape back in the Carolingian world. These arguments too deserve
analysis.

Tenth-Century Agricultral and Demographic Revival?

Today's historians usually cite agricultural and demographic expansion as the keys to
high medieval prosperity, although they hesitate to specify which came first inasmuch
as that would involve a classic ‘chicken or egg’ dilemma concerning whether increased
food production led to more people or more people required more food. When did
this surge begin? French scholars associated with the journal Annales inicially assumed it
would have started in the mid-cleventh century, but as their research on relatively
neglecred sources such as place names, field systems, and other marks of rural develop-
ment progressed, the Anmalistes found themselves backdating the take-off in particular
arcas into the tenth or even the late ninth century. To identify a precise point when
cquilbrium shifted is not casy. Robert Fossier, after summarizing ecarlier efforts and
expressing his own preference for a2 mid tenth-century demographic revival, neverthe-
less admitted that, given the thinness of the sources, ‘one has to say in all honesty that
we can assume but cannot prove’.?

Why were there more people? Farmers in the tenth century benefitted from the start
of the ‘Medieval Warming Period’, the milder and drier climate that would characterize
the High Middle Ages.* New systems of internal fortification increased stability. More
efficient (oppressive?) lordship motivated peasants to produce greater surpluses. Agricul-
twral productivity may have benefited from widespread adoption of technological
improvenients, a theory populanzed by Lynn White Jr., who saw horseshoes, a new
horse collar, and a post-invasion shift to heavy plows and the three-field system all
leading to ‘an agricultural revolution of the early Middle Ages’ that ‘provided surplus
food which, from the tenth century on, permitted rapid urbanization’.” White was
severely criticized by scholars who claimed that the technological developments he
heralded had been adopted much earlier.” Nonetheless, on some things he may have
been right: tenth-century England, for example. saw the ‘decisive’ reintroduction and
triumph of the heavy plow, a new expansion of arable. more exploitation of water-
power, and new Benedictine communities intent on improving their holdings; or again,
although the debate on horse equipment has shified from questions about padded
collars and horseshoes to a cluster of technological devices related to carts and plows,
evidence does suggest, if not ‘revolution’. at least tenth-century progress.” The tenth
century seems to have been a particularly dynamic era, but regional differences militate
against any neat ‘agricubral revolution’. Because agriculture is inherently bound to the
soil. any ‘take-offs must have depended upon very specific geographical, social. and
political contexts. Perhaps the most that can be claimed for agricultural progress is that
“the “technological package” of c. 900-1300 coincides with a remarkable period of
general growth in the economy’.”
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A Tenth-Century Revival of Villages, Cities, and Conmmerce?

The birth of the village has been claimed for the tenth century.” Today European villages
scem part of a tinmeless landscape, but their locations frequently conflict with the remains
of an carlier rural world of villas and square *centuriated” fields.'” Place names suggest chat
in many regions the ancient landscape had been restructured prior to the year 1000. The
tenth-century Mediterranean world saw the effective emergence of nucleated, fortfied
settlements, although some areas in Spain and Italy began the process earlier and new
peripheral settlements would continue to appear in later centuries.'' In the north, the
restructuring was also associated with the process of internal fortification that promoted
tighter territorial lordships and concentrated settlements within them. Groups of people
could make better use of expensive complicated machinery such as water mills and heavy
plows (whose large teams of oxen were more cfficient if fields were reorganized into long
strips).'? Larger settlements were able to accommodate specialized craftsmen.'* Well-
anchored villages put an end to the ‘settlement mobility’ (the tendency of communities
to move within their effective areas of exploitation or even to relocate to entirely new
arcas) which had been characteristic of northern and western European settlements from
pre-history through most of the Early Middle Ages.'

New villages often became the centers of parishes. The ancient world had had cathe-
dral churches, baptismal churches, and private churches and chapels. Mission regions
sometimes developed extended church systems, as in England with its *ministers’ (orignal-
ly monasteries), which were actually rural collegiate churches administering families of
smaller churches and chapels.'® In the tenth century, parishes began to coalesce, although
in many areas it would be well into the thirteenth before the final decisions were made
about such aspects of parish organization as the duties of parishoners, the exact locations
of parish boundarics, and the rules goveming which clergynien could legitimately exercise
‘care of souls”. The church was a village’s most conspicuous buitding, and, unlike the
more cphemeral peasant houses around it which were continually modified and rebuilt, it
was frequently made of stone, signifying permanence and echoing the high civilization of
Rome. Parishes and villages sometimes grew up around pre-existing churches or cemeter-
ies. Special chapels or areas in monastic churches could also provide a center.'® Often the
lord himself built the village church, but it could still function as the heart of a parish
community so long as villagers idencified with it. The parish priest, ac his best, was a
hinge person who linked the “lictle tradition” of the village to the greater traditions of
Latin Christendom.'’

Medieval cities, not the countryside which fed them, were what had originally
captured the actention of cconomic historians. In the lead here was Henri Pirenne, who
was convinced that ‘the disappearance of trade, in the ninth century, annihilated the lase
vestiges of city hfe’; then, however, he saw an increasingly stable, better fortified tenth
century which foretold ‘in oudine the picture which the eleventh century presents’ and
which witnessed the initial prosperity of trading cities such as Bruges or those along the
Rhine." Pirenne focused on the revival of cities in his native Low Countries, but other
scholars documented tenth-century urban revivals in ltaly,"’ Englnnd,z" and France.”
The much maligned barbarian invaders actually played an important part, not only by the
examples of the entrepots through which they shipped their own loot but also by the fact
that they were more adept at harassing than besieging, which led to their inflicting
disproportionate damage on the countrysides and suburbs, thus driving people into walled
cities, many of which, archacology now reveals, actually gained population during the
tenth century.™

1 2010 The Author Hisrary Compass 89 (2010) 1000-1022 10111 1/ 14780542 2010 060708 x
History Compass 4 2010 Blackwell Publishing Ltd



Re-Forging the ‘Age of Iron": Part I 1003

The revival of cities correlates with a revival of trade, a ‘European awakening from the
tenth century on’ that has been labeled a ‘commercial revolution”.> In the tenth century,
the amount of silver in circulation expanded greatly, even in the councryside, a change
that probably both reflected and promoted increased trade.®® Scholars today question the
frequently implicit Marxist assumption that nobles in the countryside and merchants in
the cities, specialists in antithetical modes of production, were pitted against each other in
a zero sum game: rather, rural landholders would naturally have sought advantageous
relationships with the new markets; peasant farmers who could produce food for growing
citics would prosper as would landlords who found ways to tap their profits.®> Alchough
most trade was local, exotic products such as silks and spices are easier to document. The
West in the tenth century benefitted from the relative prosperity of its Greek and Muslim
neighbors. Rising tides float many boats.

A Tenth-Century Revival of the Latin Churech?

The tenth century also witnessed a revival of the Latin Church. This is not clear in tradi-
tional histories that identify ecclesiastical reform with papal reform. Back in the tenth
century, long before the Gregorian Reform party took the field, many initiatives were
already underway: unparalieled donations of property to the Church™; a great rebuilding
of destroyed churches led by kings and nobles™; monastic reform movements spear-
headed by Cluny, Fleury, and Gorze™; diocesan reconstruction led by wealthy and pow-
erful bishops who were both temporal and spiritual leaders™; and impressive regional
programs such as the England’s ‘Benedictine Revival'.*" Today it is becoming increas-
ingly common for scholars to treat the Gregorian Reform not as the beginning of ecclesi-
astical reform but as its culmination.

The development of schools was one aspect of this ecclesiastical activity. The late tenth
century is said to have seen ‘the take-off of western schools’, a wave of new school foun-
dations far surpassing the relatively few elite centers developed by Charlemagne's
top-down court culture.® If ‘renaissance’ is narrowly defined as a self=conscious revival
of classical Latin literacure, then late tenth-century schools cam the label.™ Tenth-century
pedagogy showed increasing laalian influence, though it remained dominated by the Car-
olingian intellectual heardand (France. Burgundy, and the Lorraine) and by Carolingian
ideals of scholarship.™ German schools proliferated and were often distinguished. ™
England’s ‘monastic renaissance’ featured fearning both in Latin and in the vernacular.®
Today’s scholars also study tenth-century ‘creative forgetting’, attempting to describe
how schoolmen and laymen constructed ‘useful’ pasts and shaped their histories and
archives to fit their goals.®® The tenth century’s monastic and cathedral schools would
come to dominate the educarional revivals of the eleventh and early twelfth century,
creating the milicu from which high medieval universities would ultimately arise.

A New Teath-Century Enirope

In the popular mind, the High Middle Ages is especially associated with the birth of the
Ancien Régime, the political and sovial systems of kings, nobles, offices, courts, ceremo-
nies. and laws that dominated European states up to the French and industrial revolutions
and that still remained influential long afterwards. The tenth century, however, may not
be the best place to stare this story. Scholars who describe a ‘feudal revolution’ ac its end
are not chiming the rise of feudal monarchs but rather the triumph of disorderly nobles,
castellans, and knights who would have created a culture of violence that would remain
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untamed until the twelfth century or later, only after bewildered princes and kings finally
got better organized™ and after lawyers had systematized feudal customs.® Governments
in the tenth and cleventh centuries did not yet possess the attributes of political
cohesion — continuity in space and time, growing legitimacy and authority, claims
to loyalty, the abilicy to guarantee justice and law through financial and juridical
institutions staffed by professional bureaucratic personnel-that Joseph Strayer considered
essential for ‘the origins of the modern state’.?” In the tenth century, insofar as govern-
ment tamed chaos, it tended to succeed through elaborate public rituals, what German
scholars have labeled ‘rules of the game’ (Spielregeln).™ This would be so for many centu-
ries. Strayer was able to find emerging states in the twelfth century only because he
accepted lordship as government. Scholars who insist on a ‘normal conception’ of politi-
cal power ‘rooted in practice and distince from lordship’ cannot find much to their liking
prior to the spread of Aristotilean political theories in the thirteenth. !

The tenth century, nevertheless, was important for today’s map of Europe. The disin-
tegration of polities ceased; recognizable prototypes of today’s European nation-states
emerged. France at the end of the tenth century exhibited ‘increasing cohesion’, an
outcome not predictable at the century’s start.** German kings maintained the unity of
East Francia and established a ‘Roman’ empire that officially lasted into the nineteenth
century.”’ England in the tenth century was transformed into a Carolingian successor
state and developed a unified government more centralized than any since the departure
of the Roman legions.* Monarchical power in the tenth century may have aceeally ben-
cficted a bit from foreign attacks inasmuch as kings in border regions such as England,
Spain, and Germany had the greatest success in retaining control over their military elites.
Especially impressive was state formation in northern and castern Europe, where Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Bohemia. and Hungary adopted Latin ecclesiastical and gov-
ernmental structures.” These new states had bishops, kings who were crowned ‘by the
grace of God', legitimate heirs who were ecclcsmstical]y detined, and military insticutions
increasingly like those of the core Frankish world.™ The ceremonial aspects of the
Ancien Régime developed during the tenth century and become much more prominent
in the sources.” The tenth century tumed late Carolingian experiments with coronation
ritcs4 :nto standard procedures widely disseminated through sacramentaries and pontifi-
cals.

Aunother View: The Teath Centiry as ‘Francia II'

Another perspective on the tenth century, however, places more emphasis on its Carolin-
gian roots. The Carolingian Empire had often been viewed as a dead end. Although
Charlemagne himself was such a heroic figure that nationalist historians fought to co-opt
him as a proto-French or proto-German king, his empire was far less fascinating because
it was so ephemeral and so conceptually different from the nartion states that would come
to dommate Europe. Carolingian civilization scemed more a last feeble fower of Late
Antiquity than the wave of the future.

The world wars of the twenticth century changed things. Competing nation states
no longer appeared to be civilization's teleological goal, and, as the Common Market
and other Pan-European institutions began to take shape, Charlemagne became
acclaimed as ‘the father of Europe’.™ The new interest even extended to the later
Carolingians, despite their silly names {Charles the Bald, Charles the Fat, Louis the
Stammerer, etc.).”™ Simultaneously, the debates over Henri Pirenne’s claim that a
Roman Mediterranean had survived the fall of the Roman Empire led to a new
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interest in carly medieval cconomic development. The result? Many now claim that it
was the Carolinglan world that inaugurated Europe’s high medieval prosperity.
According to the editors of a recent survey,

Not even a generation ago, scholars located around the year 1000 a series of crucial new direc-
tons in the development of European civilization: the demographic upturn after the late
Roman dechne, the spread of new agriculwural techniques and productivity, the beginning of
medieval trading centers and circuirs, to name only them. All have now been detected closer o
800, or even 700,

Should we then place the medieval “take off in the eighth century racher than the tenth
and see the tenth century as the unfolding of the Carolingian project? According to this
periodization, the Franks revived Western Europe, and, once the barbarian invasions of
the late ninth and carly tenth centuries had ceased, Frankish civilization spread to an arca
twice as large as what Charlemagne had ruled and unleashed the dynamic growth cycle
that came to characterize the High Middle Ages. To evaluate this model it is necessary to
return to the indicators that allegedly marked che tenth century as a ‘new world’ and to
examine in more detail their possible Carolingian antecedents.

Carofingian Agriailiural Prosperity?

What about the agricultural and demographic turn around? Even Lynn White Jr had
been careful to note the Carolingian roots of the agricultural and technological innova-
tions to which he atributed Europe’s resurgence = what he had claimed as distinctive
was their more widespread diffusion at the start of the High Middle Ages. Subsequent
research, incorporating much more archacological data, reveals that Carolingian agricul-
ture did already feature varying crop mixtures and systems of animal husbandry, ample
use of iron in all sorts of farm tools, and many water mills (63 for the monastery
of Saint-Wandrille in 787, 84 for St Germain-des-Prés ca. 825).°2 In the cighth century,
manors, often thought to have been static relics of Late Antiquity, were in some cases
restructured to separate the lord's fields (the desimesuc) from peasant holdings, a profound
change presumably undertaken for economic and administrative benefits.™ Some scholars
speculate that the decline of slavery began in Carolingian times and correlated with
increased  productivity, perhaps achieved in part by employing slaves to clear new
land and then seuling chem in place as peasant farmers,”

Population trends in the Carolingian world have been inferred from data provided by
polyptychs {inventories of estates held by large ecclesiastical institutions). Their testimony
has to be carcfully evaluated since only about a dozen survive, of which only four contain
really detaited demographic information. From these, scholars documented pessimistic,
no-growth scenarios, based upon anomalies such as depopulated areas, inefficient popula-
tion clustering, odd gender and age ratios, and low crop yields. Now revisionists —
postulating that the polyptychs undercount women, children, and immigrants - use
revised data to support scenarios of ‘moderate to considerable ... population growtir’,
perhaps interrupted by sporadic local crises.™ Questions can be raised about how well a
handful of documents from a few mega-monasteries represents the whole Carolingian
countryside, but support for population growth also comes from cemetery comparisons
and pollen analyses (increased grain pollen from the seventh century onward angazd
suggests an increase in arable land).””

Pirenne’s thesis discounted Carolingian towns and cities. As a result, even scholars of
the caliber of Georges Duby had a hard time seeing them:
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In the civilization of the ninth and tenth centuries the rural way of life was universal. Entire
countrics, like England and almost all the Gernmanic lands, were absolutely without towns.
Elsewhere some towns existed: such as the few Roman cities in the south ... But except for
some in Lombardy, these ‘towns’ appear as minute centres of population ...deeply immersed
in the swrounding countryside. Indeed they could hardly be distinguished from it.”’

Subsequent research refutes these claims. True, the Carolingian Empire was overwhelm-
ingly rural, like every other civilization prior to the industrial revolution, but it did have
active towns. Although villages and parish structures would not take their final forms
until much later, their development would be facilitated by Carolingian capitularies sys-
tenatizing tithes and establishing standards for rural churches. In some regions, archaeolo-
gists have found more evidence for nucleated settlements than dispersed homesteads and
have suggested that, during the ‘long eighth century’ (c. 680-830), antecedent forms of
medieval villages became widespread, both inside and ouwside of manorial structures.™®
Widespread use of metal detectors now reveals networks of sites yiclding clusters of lost
coins, indicating that rural settlements had economic significance.” Mid-level market
towns apparendy prospered from the late seventh through the early ninth centuries, and
may underlic the later urban growth of the High Middle Ages.” Major Carolingian
emporia, though not always anchored in surrounding urban developments, were part of
an expanding trade network.”’ Old Roman cities, including Rome itself, grew thanks in
part to the extensive rebuilding of churches promoted by Charlemagne and his succes-
sors.

The revival of towns is also related to commerce. The efforts involved in compiling
detailed polyptychs for great ccclesiastical estates make sense only if a significant propor-
tion of estate produce was actually sold.”* Workshop complexes associated with market
towns crafted utilitarian items; those connected to monasteries and churches created high
quality religious and luxury goods. References to tolls in Carolingian capitularies indi-
cate that merchandise circulated.” Tabulations of coin hoards, travel records, and relic
attestations reveal that *Communications between the Frankish empire and the castern
Mediterranean world surged in the final decades of che eighth and the first decades of the

. .
ninth century’.*

An Afterdife for Carolingian Institutions?

The Frankish Church functioned as a department of government.”” The dominant theme,
strongly promoted by the emperor as an instrument of imperial policy, was ‘to align the
whole of Carolingian Europe to Rome’."" This quest for unity has fascinated scholars,
even though it can sometimes be rather limiting as a research perspective.®”” The ‘Caro-
lingian Renaissance’ has been faulted for its lack of originality, its dependence on the pal-
ace, and its extension to perhaps only a few hundred clerks, but it was an enthusiasticly
and consistently sponsored revival of learning. On a practical level it provided the foun-
dation of texts, copyists, libraries. and schools that underlay Latin Europe’s subsequent
cultural development. In the intellectual realm it established the Roman, Christian, and
Merovingian sources for government, law, and culture. Its schools would shape tenth-
century schools: Otronian book production. for example, with relatively rare uxceptions,
does not deviate from the canon of authors the Carolingians established.” Carolingian
monastic reforms are now seen as directly ancestral to the practices of tenth-century
monastic confederations such as Cluny.”’ The Carolingian Renaissance has been hailed as
the ‘first “'renaissance”, without which no others would have been possible’.”
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Sacral kingship in the Latin West built upon Carolingian models. The late ninth
century created impressive coronation mituals by amalgamating the traditional secular
acclaimations of Kings with the ccclesiastical anointings introduced by the Carolin-
gians.” It inaugurated formal coronation ceremonies for queens.”” Although Ottonian
mperial ideals and concepes ditfered significantly, they remained deeply indebted to
Carolingian precedents’ In the words of Timothy Reuter (d. 2002), one of the more
preeminent historians of Germany, ‘To put it at its simplest: they |the Carolingians]
invented_ most of the forms of rulership practiced in pre-French Revolution
Europe’.™

Whereas Mare Bloch and the carly Annalistes believed that a new military clite had
arisent out of the chaos of the ninth and tenth centuries, careful study by German scholars
reveals continuities_between the Carolingian aristocracy and the ‘new nobility” of the
High Middle Ages.”” Regional studies for Alsace, the Middle Rhine, and Bavaria docu-
ment not only how anistocratic families continued but also how the power of the Caro-
lingians depended upon their ability to harness the power of local aristocratic factions.”
Courtly life can be found at Aachen, long before Bruno of Cologne and other Ottonian
offictals began to foster courtesy and chivalry.” Even the ideals of crusade and holy war,
which have been presented as tenth- and eleventh-century innovations leading up to the
crusades, appear to have had Carolingian antecedents.™

Conclusion

Although gross periodization is required by didactic expediency and the need for histori-
cal onentation, it always involves some degree of arbitrariness. This becomes clear when
we watch scholars attempting to place the tenth century into the right intellectual niche.
Part of the problem, of course, is that it was a liminal age, a time of transition. Its lack of
any defining central leadership makes it difficult to grasp — no Charlemagne or Gregory
VII helps to clarify leading issues and concerns. In fact, centralized structures of any kind
are so few and inconsistent that the age’s most distinctive feacure might be said to be
regional fragmentation. In a world that consists of myriads of discrete units, diverse local
events muse be radically simplified in order to generalize about cconomic, social, or
cultural change. Skeptics can challenge any claim by pointing to geographical outliers
well ahead of or behind the curve,

Nevertheless, by examining the competing ways in which scholars have attempted to
understand the tenth century. some clarity does emerge. For one thing, despite the ten-
dency of the debaters to formulate opposing positions, much of what they have discov-
ered is actually quite compatible. A Janus-like tenth century can simultaneously look
backward to Late Antiquity and forward to the High Middle Ages. At its opening, Caro-
hingian kings and pretenders were stll infuential and Western Europe was reeling from
barbarian actacks; at its close, countrysides were more fortified, rebuilding and restruceur-
ing were well underway, and a more recognizable map of Europe had been created. Thus
ample supporting evidence is potentially available both for models that stress the old and
for those that stress the new. What is most striking is that all scholars formulace their
interpretations in the lighe of the impending dynamism of the High Middle Ages. Where
they differ is on exactly how the tenth century relates to that revival. Did it precede 1e?
Start 1t? Or conunue a growth cycle already in progress?

The currenc status of this debate is exemplitied by The Long Moming of Medieval Enrope
(2008}, a state-of-the-art book directly concerned with questions of historical periadiza-
tion. lts authors champion a Carolingian take-off, stealing that honor away from the
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tenth century: ‘Many features thae distinguish the full flosvering of medieval civilization
in the cleventh and later centuries had in fact begun to develop two or three hundred
years carlier than previously perecived”." Not everyone is prepared to accepr this back-
dating, particularly not French scholars committed to a tenth-century ‘feudal mutation’
who grudgingly acknowledge the Carolingian world as ‘an aborted Europe that neverthe-
less left behind a legacy’ and who can dismiss the Carolingian economy as ‘not a particu-
larly interesting topic’.*® But even scholars who are willing to accept a Carolingian
take-off as a provisional model will then be surprised to read: ‘When did they [the Early
Middle Ages] end? The casy answer is 1000 or at least the eleventh century. By then
towns were growing smartly, new forms of art and cualture were afoot, and feudalism was
triumphing as a polincal and social force’. Are these distinctives defensible? It is discon-
certing that the first two also apply to any of the surrounding centuries and that the third
hinges on the ‘f-word', for the use of which American medievalists can get their mouths
washed out with soap. Whatever claims the editors may make for earlier Frankish
achievements, they separate them from the High Middle Ages by adopting this break and
restore the tenth century to its transitional role. Discussions about the place of the tenth
century are far from over. It is now much less dark, but we still do not know exactly
what to do with it.
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Anglo-Saxen History (London: Hambledon Press, 1486), 155-70; H. K. Loyn, "Church and State in Lngland in the
TFenth and Elevencth Cenruries”, in Parsons (ed.), Tenth-Century Studies, 94~102 and 229-30. For examples of tenth-
century secular connections with the Frankish world, see MacLean. ‘Making a Ditference in Tenth-Century Poli-
ucs: King Athelstan’s Sisters and Frankish Queenship’, in P Fouracre and D. Ganz (eds.), Frankland: The Franks amid
the \Vorld of the Eady Middle Ages: Essaps in Hoonr of Dame funry Nelson (Manchester; Manchester University Press
2008}, 167-90; for enth-century ecclesiastical comections see D. A. Bullough, *The Continental Background of
the Tenth-Century Enghsh Reform’, in Parsons (ed.). Teath-Century Stridies, 2036 and 21014, repr. in his Carolin-
it Renewal: Sources and Heritage (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1991), 272-96, Note that S, Keynes,
“England, 900-1016", is a study presented in NCMH, vol. 3 (1999), 453684, in the section on “Post-Carolingian
Eurape’, not in the section on "Non-Carolingian Europe”.

“* H, Wolfram, *New Peoples around the Year 10007, in P. Urbadiczyk {ed ). Enrope arvind the Year 1000 (Wasaw;
Polish Academy of Sciences Institnte of Archacology and Cihnology, 2000), 391-408; M. Font, ‘Missions,
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Conversions, and Power Legitimizadon in East Central Europe at the Tum of the First Millenniuny', in F. Curta
{ed ). East Central & Easien Enrope iy the Eardy Middie Ages (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2005), 283~
96, Curta, “lron Century or Golden Age (90010001, in his Sortheastern Enrope in the Middle Ages, 500~1250
{Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2006), 178-247. On the complex issues related to new “national
wlenrities’, see 1. H. Garipzanov, Geary, and Urbainczyk (eds.). Franks, Northinen, and Shavs: Mentities and State Fonma-
tient nt Early Medicval Evrope, Cunor mundi, vol, 3 {Tumbiout: Brepols, 20108),
" On the spread of structures from Lurape's core 10 its penpheries, see especially Bartdew, Making of Enrapr.
¥ K. Leyser, “Ritual, Ceremony, and Gesture: Ottonian Genmany®, Commmunations and Power, 1, 189-213, esp.
192-3; Buc, "Political Rituals and Political Imagination in the Medieval West from the Fourth Century 1o the Elev-
endv’, in Linehan and Nelson. Medreral IWordd, 189-213, vsp. 194 and 198-9,
* For the development of coronation onftnes, see R. A. Jackson, 'General [ntroduction’. Ordines Cuorationis
Franciac: Texts and Ordines for the Coronation of Frankish and French Kings and Queens iy the Middle Ages, 2 vols,
(Phaladelphia. PA: University of Pennsylvania Press. 1993 and 2000), vol, 1, 21-30. Most of the ceremonial
nmnovations are acwally sinth century, but the weneh does see blessings claborated for all items associated with
kmngship: see R.-H. Bautier. ‘Sacres et couronnements sous fes carclingiens et les premiers capétiens: Recher-
ches sur la genése du sacre royale frangais’, Ammire-Inelletin de le Société de hisioire de Frame (1987): 7-56, esp.
A9-30,
* Chademagne is now universally represented as a mans-European figure. Recent wreatments include Ehlers, Char-
lensagne, I'Enropéen entre fa Fraee et F'Alleneagee; Billiothégue istorgue de o Ville de Paris, ke 6 octobre 2000, Conféren-
ces annuelles de Pnstitae historique allemand, vol. 7 (Sturtgare: Jan Thorbecke, 2001); A, Barbero, Charlemagne:
Fathier of @ Comtinent. trans. A Cameron (Berkeley: University of California Press. 2004); Nelson, ‘Charlemagne:
“Father of Europe™? Questiones Medii Aevi Novae. 7 (2002): 3-20, repr, in Nelson, Conns, Elites, and Gendered
Power i the Eardy Middle Ages: Charlentayne and Others, Variorum Collected Studies Series, vol. 878 (Turnhout:
Brepols, 2007) [same pagination]: and McKitterick, Chardemague: The Formation of a Enropean Meatity (Cambridge,
UK: Cambridge University Press, 2008). Both the natiomalist and the universalist images of Chatlemagme have
medieval precedents: see Rewter, *The Otonians and Carolingian Tradition”, in his Medicval Politics, 268-H3, esp,
271=73 and 279; and M. Gabriele and J. Stuckey {eds.), The Lugend of Chatlemagne in the Middle Ages: Pover, Faith,
and Crsade (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008),
' G. Barraclough, The Cricible of Enrope: The Ninth and Temth Censurics in Luropean History (Berkeley: University
of Cuilifornia Press, 1970); R. McKitterick, The Frankish Kingdoms under the Carolingions, 751-987 (London:
Longman, 1983); E. Hlawitschka, Vo Frakesrcich zur Formieamg dev curopaischen Staten- nnd  Vofkergemeinschafs,
840- 1046 Ein Stadienboch zur Zowt der spaten Karohnger, der Ontoners umd der friihen Salier in der Geschichte Mittelenropas
iDarmstade: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft. 1980); Nelson, Chardes the Bald {London: Longman, 1992); Riche,
The Caroltngrans: 4 Family Whe Foged Ewrope, trans, M, 1. Allen (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press,
1993); P. Godman and R, Collins (eds), Chardemagne’s Heir: Now Perspeetives on the Reign of Londs the Pious (Oxford:
Clarendon, 1994,
)R Davis and M, McConnick, *The Early Middle Ages: Europe’s Long Morming', in Davis and McCornick
(eds.). The Lang Monting of Medieval Europe: New Directions in Early Medicoal Studics (Aldershor, UK: Ashgare, 2008),
1=10, usp, 1,
2 Verhulst, The Carolingian Lronomy (Cambridge, UK: Cambndge University Press, 2002), 61-71; P. Retgniez,
‘Hiscoire et techniques: L'outil agricole dans la pedode du Maut Moyen Age’, in M. Barceld et al. The Making of
Fendal Agrenlures? 33=130, csp. 87-10Y,
 Toubert. ‘Le part du grand domaine dans le décollage économique de I'Occident (VIIS-X® siécles), in La
ervissiree agricole du Haut Moyen Age: Cheonologie, wedalités, gdographie. Centre ailturel de PAbbaye de Flasan: Dixienes
Jfonrides interationales d'histre, 9, 10, 11 seprembre 1988, Flaran, vol. 10 (Auch: Comiré départemental de wourisme
du Gers, 1990}, 33-80: Verhulst, Corofingian Eonomy. 33-37 and 49-37: Toubere, L'Europe dans sa premicre
auissance: De Chardessagne @ Pan il (Paris: Fayard, 2004y, 27-72; C. Wickham, Fruning the Middle Apes: Enrope and
the Mediterranean, J00-80¢ (Oxford: Oxiord University Press, 2005), 2688301,
' Bounassie, 'La croiwance agricole du haue Moyen Age dans la Gaule du Midi et le Nord-est de la Péninsule
ibérique: chronologie, modalites, limites', in Lt roisznce agricofe, 13-33; repr. with some comments and a *Bibliog-
raphie complémentaire” in his Les Sodérés de Fan mil, 169-97: ). Henning, “Shvery or Freedom? The Causes of Early
Medieval Europe’s Eeonomic Advancement’. Fady Medieval Enmpe, 12 (20031 209=77; and Henning, “Strong
Rulers = Weak Economy? Rome, the Carolingians and the Archacology of Slavery in the First Millennium AL,
in Davis and McCormick (eds). Long Morming of Medicvat Lurope, 33-33 (a study which views the Carolingian
bipartite estate as regressive and inefficient. but postulates 2 connection between freedom and a decline in des-
mesne production allegedly underwvay by the tenth cenniry),
" G. Duby. Rurad Ecomomy and Counniry Life in the Medieval West, trans C, Postan {Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 1968), 11=15: Verhulst, Caralingian Economy, 23-28, 3740, and 127=28; Touber, L'Enrope dans st
premese eroissance, V=123, 42-4,
1 Verhulst, Carolingian Econonry, 26-27.

Duby, Rural Eonomy, 3.
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M Hamerow, Lardy Medicnal Serbaments, 52-99 and 191=2; Périn, “The Origin of the Village in Early Medieval
Gaul', in Chrstie (ed ), Lawdicapes of Change, 355-78: Wickham, Friming the Middle Ages, 383-515; . Fomcovich,
“The Begimmings of Hilltop Villages in Early Medieval Tuscany”. in Davis and McCormick feds ), Long Moming of
Medicval Furope, 35-82.
¥ K. Ulmschneider and T. Pestell, 'Inroduction: Early Medieval Markets and “Productive™ Sites”, in Pestell and
Ulnschnesder {eds.), Markets i Eardy Medicval Enrope: Trading and Productive Sites, 6350-850 {(Macclesfield. Cheshire:
Windgather Press, 2003), 1=10, present the history of research on loose com finds, wiich has been purued more
systemancally m the United Kingdom chan on the Continent.
" Biddle, “The Development of the Anglo-Saxon Town', 212-21: R, Hodges, Durk Age Ecommice: The Origins of
Towns and Trade, A.D. 6001000 (New York: St Martin's Press, 1983), esp. 162-94; Verhulst, Rese of Ciries in
Nortl-West Enrope, 132-35,
"I R. Hodges and B, Hobley {eds.), The Rebinth of Towns fu the West, AD 7001030, Council for Brush Archaeol-
ogy Research Report, vol. 68 (London: CBA, 1960), offers reports on many towas, esp. on Bricish sites. See also
. Hodges, *Dark Age Economics Revisited', in H. Sarfac, W, J. H, Verwers, and P, . Woltering feds ). Diseussion
awitl the Past: Anchacological Stidies Prosented to W, A, van s (Zwolle: ROB, 1999, 227-32, repr. in R Hodjes,
Goodbye 1o tie Vikangs? Re-reading Early Medieval Archacefogy (London: Gerald Duckworth & Co., 2006), 63=71; and
his Towns and Trade v the Age of Chardemagne (London: Gerald Duckworth & Co., 20001}, 76-92,
"2 P. Delogu, "The Rebirth of [Rome in the $th and 9th Centunes’, in R. Hodges and B, Hobley {vds.). Rebinidr of
Towns, 3242, R. Krautheimer, Rome Profile of a City, 312=1308 (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1980),
10942 Hodges, Touns and Trade, 35-04.
“ Wickham, ‘Rethinking the Structure of dhe Early Medieval Leonomy’, m Davis and McConmick (uvds.), Long
Morning of Medeeval Enrope, 19-31.
“ Hodges, Dark Age Eronontics, 104-29; Hamerow, Early Medieval Settfemenss, 173-91; Henmning. ‘Strong Rulers -
Weak Economy?' 51-32. On one of the most extensively excavated workshop complexes, see Hodges, Light i the
Dare Ages: The Ruse and Fall of San Vineenzo al Vol (Ithaca, NY: Comell University Press, 1997), 94=101; and
M. Moran, *San Vincenzo in the Making: The Discovery of an Early Medieval Production Site on the East Bank
of the Voliumo', m Pestell and Ulmschneider {eds.). Markets mr Early Medicval Enrope, 24863,
" ). Dushae, Les finances publiqnes de Diocletien aux Carolingions (284=-889) (Sigmaringen: Jan Thorbecke, 1990,
210-17.
" M. McCormick, Origing of the Enropear Economy: Connpunisations and Conmerce, A.D. J00=-961) {Cambridge,
UK: Camibridge Umiversity Press, 2001), 442,
T Durliat, Finanees publignes, 246-8. describes financial connections; Bullough, “Texts. Chant, and the Chapel of
Louis the Pious’, in Godman and Collins {eds.), Charfemagne’s Heir, 489508, repr. in his Carolingtan Rencwal, 241=
71,
" The quotation from McKinerick, Charlemagne, 380, refleces general research tendencies. For example, Nascita del-
Phuvipa od Frvopa carolingia: Un"apraztone da eerifiare, Serdmane diseadi del Centro italiano di studi sull'alto Medio-
evo, vol, 27 [Spoleto: CISAM, 1981} contains six contributions in ity section on *La Culrs’, five of which invoke
the quest tor unity in their dies (vol. 1, 43933k vol. 2, 531-818). See abo McKinerick, Chadomagne, 136 and
292-38tn
" Ou the constraining effects of this paragdigm, see 1. E. Sullivan, “The Carelingtan Age: Reflections on Its Plice
in the History of the Middle Ages'. Speoehun, 64 (1989): 273-8, ], M. Wallace-Hadrill, The Framkish Charch
{Oxtord: Clarendon Press, 1983) offers an implicit criticism by adopting a longer time franse.
" R, McKinerick, *Continuity and innovation in Tenth-Century Ottonian Culture’, in L. Smith and B, Ward
{eds), felccal Life in the Middle Ages: Esways Presenied 0 Margarer Gibsen (London: The Hambledon Press, 1993),
1324, esp. 24,
2B Bouchard, *Merovingian, Carolingian, and Cluniac Monasticism: Reform and Renewal in Burgundy”,
Tl Jorrmal of Evelesiasticol History, 41 (1990): 3053-88: for Carolimigan influence on the English monastic revival, sec
Bullough, “Continental Background of the Tenth-Century English Reform’, 20-36 and 210-14,
SO Wolfe, The Awakening of Enrope, elican History of’ Curopean Thought, vol. 1 (New York: Penguin Books,
196H], 1046,
" Leyser. ‘Sacml Kingship', in Role and Conflir, 75-107; Bautier, *Sacres et couronnements’, 7=36: Jacksan,
*General Introduction’, Ordines Coronationis Fraudae, vol, 1, 21-30. For a case study of Carolingian king-making in
mansition. see Nelson, "Hinemar of Reims on King-Making', i Bak (ed.), Convmanions, 16=34; Y. Hen, The Royal
“wtrorntge of Litwegy in Frankish Gad 1o the Death of Chardes the Baid, Henry Bradshaw Sociery Subsidia, vol. 3
{London: Boydell Press, 2001}, esp. 1619, 81-83, 12046,
* J. Nebon, “Early Medieval Rites of Queen-Making and the Shaping of Medieval Queenship’, in Duggan
{ed ). Quesnrs aned Quecnstup i Medicoal Evrope: Progecdings of a Conference Held at Queen's Colfoee London, Apal
1995 (Woodbridge, Sufiolk: Boydell & Brewer, 1997), 301-13, repr. in her Rulers and Ruling Familics in Early
Medweval Enrpe, Variorum Collected Studies Series, vol. 637 (Aldesshot.  Hampshire:  Ashgate Publishing
Company, 199} [same pagination]: ). A. Smith, “The Eariest Queen-Making [Utes’, Chunh Historp, 66 {1997):
1835,
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% 1. Muldoon, Empire and Order: The Concepr of Cmpre, 800-1800 (New York: St Martin's Press, 1999), 21-35;
Reuter, *The Ottonans and Carelingian Tradition’, 268-¥3.

™ Reuter, “The Ouonians and Carolingian Tradidon’, 271,

7 K. Leyser. “The German Arnistocracy from the Ninth to the Early Twellth Cenwry: A Historical and Cultural
Skecch”, Past & Presenr, 41 {1968): 25-33; R, Le Jan, "Conunvity and Change in the Tenth-Century Naobility”, in
Duggan {ed.). Nobles and Nobitity in Medieval Enrope: Concepts, Origing, Trangfonnations (Woodbndge, Sutfolk: The
Boydell Press, 20009, 33-68,

™ M. ). Hunmer, Politics and Porer in Larly Medicval Enrope: Absace amd the Frankish Realm, 600-1000, Cambridge
Studies in Medieval Life and Thoughe, 4 ser., vol. 65 (Cabridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2005); M,
Innes. State and Swiery i the Eady Middle Ages: The Middie Rhine Valley, 400- 1000, Cambridge Studies in Medieval
Life and Thought, -ith ser., vol. 47 (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2000); W. C. Brown. Unjist Sei.
s Conflict, Tnterest, and Aunthority in an Fardy Medieval Soviery (Iehaca: Cornell University Press, 2001).

™ Nelson, *Was Charlemagne’s Court a Courtly Society? n Cubite {vd), Cownt Culture ine the Early Middle Age:
The Proceedings of the Fist Alann: Conference (Tumbour: Brepols, 2003), 39-37, repr. in Nelson, Courts, Efites, and
Geidered Poweer Jsame pagination]; lunes, **A Place of Discipline™: Carolingian Courts and Aristoeratic Youth', in
Cubit (ed.), Conrt Culture, 39-76, Hen, Roman Barbarians: The Royal Cowrt and Cultare in the Early Medieval West
{New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), 80, seos the Carolingian court as a direct continuation of Late Roman
courtly practtce as eransmitted through carlier post-IRoman kingdoms.

" McConnick, ‘Liturgie et guerre des Carolingiens 3 la premiére croisade’. in *Alitia Chrst® ¢ Crociata nei secoli
NENHE A della undecimna Settimana inerazionale di studio, Mendola, 1989, 28 agosto = | setiembre 1989, Miscellanea
del Centro di studh medioevali, vol. 13 (Milan: Universiti Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, 1992), 209—40; Le Jan,
‘Frankish Giving of Arms and Rituals of Power: Continuity and Change in che Carolingian Petiod’, in F. Theuws
and Nebon (eds.), Ritats of Pawee: Fronr Late Awtiquiry to the Early Middle Ages, The Transformation of the Roman
World, vol. 8 (Leiden: Brill, 2000), 281-309,

1 Davis and MeCormick, “The Early Middle Ages', 1.

* For skepticism about the extent of a Carolingian economic revival, see Duby. Fardy Growth of the Enropean
Egarionry, 98-111; and Fossier, “Les tendances de économic: Stgnation ou croisance?’ in Nascita deli”Enrope,
vol. 1. 26190, The quotations are from ). Le Goff. The Hinh of Ewrope, trans. ). Lloyd {Oxiord: Blackwell
Publishing, 2003), 13 and 29, and Fossier. "Runl Economy and Country Life', in NCMH. vol. 3 (1999), 27—
63, esp. 29
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