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E’_’ reform. The attempt to improve social, political,
. or legal institutions or policies without altering
»'L ‘what is fundamental to them. The distinction
etween reform, as described above, and change
{which does attempt to alter what is fundamental)
| Was introduced by Burke and made by him central
. 0 *conservatism. The distinction can be used to
. defend the politics of modifying tradition against
f those of revolution. Yet the distinction between
- Teform and change can be hard to defend in many
| Political contexts, partly because it is not always
. ‘©ear what is of the essence and what is simply an
. Accident, and partly because of uncertainty about
glow long a change has to be in existence before it
. C€ases to be a change and becomes a new tradition.
- Voreover, even if the distinction can be clarified, it
- annot be used to characterize all forms of conser-
‘ {’Jat_‘sm because some, such as the New Right in the
¢ ~Mited Kingdom, are in favour of certain kinds of
. *®olutionary change. R.S.D.
. S Burke, Letter to ¢ Noble Lord (1796).
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