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Extract f£rom Wilkinson, Jeruslem Pilgrims before the Crusades,
pp. 37-43, -

The Question of Authenticity y

Chiristians visiting the Holy Land, in the period before the Crusades, as al the present day, wanted to “trace
the foutprints of Jesus and his disciples, and of the prophets™, 74 the very places and things of which they read in the
Bible. How could 1hey be sure that the places they are shown were authentic?

Since 1838 A.D., when Edward Robinson and Eli Smith made their exploration of Palestine, studies of its
historical geography and archaeology have become steadily more scientific. Modern archacologists may well envy the
people who knew the land in (he carly Byzantine period, when so many buildings now ruined or lost were still in use,
and when they could still make use of living traditions and memories of sites which have since been forgotten. Indeed
we have alrcady seen how the existence of these traditions enabled Eusebius to atlain a fair degree of accuracy in the
Onomasticon. 7 And it is likely that the Jerusalem Church knew and cared about jts Holy Places. For it was a relativ-
cly unimportant Church, compared with the rapidly-growing Christian communities in Asia Minor, laly, Africa, and
Spain, and needed to make efforts if it was to remind the world of its special place among the Churches,”® [n the
laly Maces it had an asset of which no other Church could boast. We may therefore suppose that from an early stage
in their history the Christians of Jerusalem were anxious to show the places to their visitors, and that the foundativns
of a reasonably sound topography thus came to be laid. Even without this special stimulus there were certain definite
andmarks.whicliwould naturally be remembered, such as the Poolsof Bethesda and Siloam, and certain less precisely-
defined areas, like the Garden of Gethsemane, ** of which we know the position rather than the extent.

Having said this we arc in danger, however, of misunderstanding the expectations of pilgrims in the period before
the Crusades, and before Robinson. In certain respects they were more likely than we are to make correct identifica-
tions, bul nol because they were looking for the same kind of truth by the same means. Circumstantisl evidence, like
the'smal! pieces of gold and silver found in Egeria’s time at Sedima, "8 may have been enough in their eyes to confirm
that it had been 1he site of Melchizedek's palace, but this is not scientific archacology. The authenticity of the Holy
Maces for the early Christians was to be measured by a standard of fajth and prayer rather than of logical pruof. Thus
Fusehius tells vs that a1 its discovery the Tomb of Christ in Jerusalem “by its very exisience bure clearer testimony to
the Suvivur's resurrection than any words™,” in this phrase he is not so much saying that the Tomb proves that the
Saviour ruse again, as that it proclaims that he didl. It serves as a “witness to the resurrection” ® rather in the same
way as the apostles, and like the apostles its work is to evoke rather than to compel belief. The holy places thus con-
firm and amplily a belicr already accepled, and, so w speak, cry out against the deniot of this faith: "Il you deny

phentmena are explzioed I terms of the Christian religion, such az the Volcano, 30 — p. 133 below, and “The
Loved*s Figld®, foe which see pp. 9, B2 below,

. 5492.4/8 - 157, For snother similar stoey explaining a column without & hase see 25 = p, 84 helow.

85, Scu IV.8 = p. 117 below. The story is connccted with the.act of looking inte the well, and the same combination of
story und act is exemplified by the equally rigged miracle with the synagogue bench in Naxareth, § — p. 79 below.

66,  Such, perhaps, were the springs sssociated with Christ at Emmaus, p. 156 below, and at “Ramuh® with the
Theotokos, 28 — p, 8BS helaw.

47, 320 - g 113 like Fuschios, Dem. 7.2 = 130 and Eg. Tr. 12.2 - 107,

Al 34 = p, 5. In saying snmcthing similos Hugetre olso says she husd witnesaes, on p. 135 helow,

o), Ll - po9s,

70, a0 =p. 14,

1. 4.4 = p. 114

72, Saat 1L,2)18 = p 109; 124 = p. 104; 2.17.5p, 107; 3,472 = p. 114,

T ). - p 98,

14, Awigen, C Jounn. 128 (fr. 6.40) - 286T,

15, Hee p. 15 ubove, % 2

Th.  Phe vigoroos cfforts of Juvenal 160 chiain promoetinn (o Patriarch provide a case in poiat. - :

77, Maurk 14,02, Joba 18,1, oo

T8, Eg Te 142~ 110,

™. Euschins, ¥, Canst, 3.28 = 165,

na, Acls .22,
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(the Crucifixinn) there are many things to refute you . . . the House of Cai::pll:.\s.refules sou, SEI‘.‘.M:‘.': by its present
devastation the power of him who was judged there™. ® Doubt is not for Cht.ISII:II'IS. but For pasans, . .
The usual authentication of a site was thus either by a tradition or by dm:'cl revc[aun.n. Thus a monk is tulq b_\u s
God where to dig, and finds the coffin of Job,%2 or g shepherd sees a vision which sllows. h‘nu wlncrs Moses is I_Juned.
The “discovery™ or “invention” of saints’ bodies was somectimes made easy by the Paleslmlan. practice of placing dry
bones in ossuaries, stone boxes on which the name of the dead person was scratched. Mote often than not the nanws
S0 associated with the bones could also be found somewhere in the Bible. Thus an UssSUary was fEFEIlt-l}' qun'd in
Jerusalem marked with the names Martha and Mary:* the obvious conciusion would in a pre-scientilic perivd have
ceepled wilhout hesitation,
peen al‘.')ucr[i‘n; our period it was, as often as not, still possible to know where biblical cities nnd'villagcs had been. But
the question for the pilgrim was not only whether he was in the right settlement or area of fuins, but wiether he liad
reaclied the particular spot which gave the place its significance, It was, for instance, very casy lt:) gu to Cacsurea, but
where was the exzct spot where Cornelius had been baptised?®® Often in our earlicr works on pilgrimage we find that
the pilgrim was shown the focal points in a place by a member of the loeal Christiun community as a nun.nul_ act ol
haspitality.®® But while the guide was showing the pilgrim round, and telling the story cunm..-c.lcd \:v:lh_ his city or
church, he was in an ideal position 10 boast about it, and we find the Bishop of Edessa also giving Egeria a tract 10
take away. %7 . o _
In the three centuries between the time of Christ’s ministry and (he reign of Constantine the main features fnl
the Palestinian landscape, and the majority of its towns and villapes are uniikely 1o have changed very mucll: But it is
a different matter when we are dealing with the trees, housas, and raoms which werc chosen as the jucal points of
pilgrimage. Indeed only four about which we hear in the fourth century correspond with whuf we can identily by
other mcans, ® four are possible,*® and four definitely wrong. " All the remainder, numbering lh;:lyJuur. scem lo
the present author to have been chosen arbitrarily on grounds of devotion rather than of tradition, s
Our suspicion that almost three-quarters of these siles were arbitrarily selected to become the fuei of pifgrimage
is to some extent borne gut by the conventional descriptions they bear. The most common nanies are the “House o™
s0-and-50 or the “Tomb of”” so-and-50, but neither phrase can be understood literally. It was not thought stranpe,
foc instance, that there should be two tombs for the same saint, and before the Crusades there were two tumibs ol'
Joseph,®? just as today there are two tombs of Jonah, ?3 [n the modern world we do not think it strange that in the
Same region there should be several memorials dedicated to the same person, and we shouid allow (he word “Tomb™
in this context 1o have much the same extension of meaning as our “memiorial™, Tombs of this kind which were
venerated in our period bore the names pot only of prophets** but also of other notable Fgures in the OId ** and

T Cyril of Jerusalem, Car. 13.)8f — B MO.IHBSIS.‘:RU#W}E
B2r—S8g « 1. 100 = 112, and Appendix G = 242,

Bl Sevp 57 below, and the revelation of St. Stephen's buriul, PL. 41,8071, and ur the Twelve Stones in tie Jurdagy,
Juhin Moschus, Pr. 1) - 2841,

4. Finegan 274 — 244, The nomes from a grave in Bethlchem, Bord, 598,77 — 162 ne doubt came 1 be eollected in 1his
way,

85.  Shown to the Hordeaux pilgrim, SHS.7 - 152,

e, Egerin was usually shown by the hishop: see Tr, £.4: 12.7: 19,0, 6, 16 20.3; 2 1.1: but at Sedima by the preshvier gagy
ciergy of the place, (4.1, The Mscenza pilgrim, Willibald, and Bernurd atsn mention the luct that they hod cuntace
with hishops, but nnt thae they were guided by them: see pr. BS, 128, 142 below,

87. . Tr. 19,19 = 17,

88.  Including the nna-hihlical Tomb of Heleng witl the Poul of Siley m, Jacnb's Well
lleth-zatha, alsw in this vategney , was fiest mentioned in the fifth century.

89.  Pussibly sutheutic fourth century Toct gre the Huuse of Peter at Capernuum, Macpelah ¢ Hebron, the Place of liaptism
on the Joedan, and the pluce of Elijuir’'s ascensinn,

9. Wroog sites are thy Tomb of Muses at Abarim, of David at Dethichem,
granaries at Memphis,

M. Vo arbitrarily chusen incluge thirty-four in the fourth century, the holy weils at Ascalun, the Tawmbs of Abnr,
Amos, Calch, KN, Jashua, and Lazarus; the caves of the Nativity of Chirist, of (e Annunciation, o g !
Olives, of the Shepherds. of Elijah and the Hundred Prophets: the Hogws of Caiaphas, Coricliny, David (in Heheong,
HRuhh, the Widow of Nain, and the Waman wigh the lssue of Blood: ghe weeting-plice at e iphage, Philip's Hoes
ot Caesaren, the Gethsemane rack, the Twelve Stones at Gilal, the Tree of Lovchueus, the Tree ut the Terebinih,
the churches of ITorcay gt Joppa and of Llijah 5 Sarepta, Lot's Wile, the rorden in Nazoreth, tie Place of the
Ascension, thw theee sifes ot Tabgha, and the Tempie ot Shiloi. Twenty more sites were adued in thix vatvgary by

documents written later in our period, Tliree in the Gifeh century: the Tomb of the Innocenis jn Nethichem,

Elifab's Cave un My, Carmel, and the Upper Roam of the 1.a5¢ Supper on ML, Sic gl in the siagl centary: (hy

Houses of Peter and Andrew, of Philip, of tiwe sons of Zebedee and of Elizrabeth: (i cenavle-cave in Gethse e,

mily resqed gt Meanpiis. None yre

the Tomb of Joseply in Hebron, Jeremiah's pit, gad tie place where the by Far
menlivned in documents of the seventh century, hut there are aix in the eighth: the Hoivuses of 1av
nusand, the wountis it

» and the ‘Temple rey, e Puol or

snd of Juhn Baptist at Sehastia: any Juseph's

Bethlechent, and af John and Zrbeder; the place of the Feeding of the (our Th
Bethphage, the Lithosiroton un Siga, and the chapet 6F Metchizedek o1 Taboe, There are fwo frovm the ity

ventury, the Mount of Previpitation at Nuzorells and tiw pluce ut Pelusiuns where the Holy Family rented; and oge
from the tenth, the place of the Paralytic o¢ Capernavng.

92, Al Shechem, Bord, 88,1 = 154 (a3 Josh, 24.32), aiso gt Helbiron, Pige, %, 39 = M 85 below,

9. At Mestelied and at Haihui. Joshua (oo has 8 tomb at Kufr Haris which was veacrated at the same time ax e e g
Tibna: see Jeremias, Hg. pp. 4072, a67n, . T S

94, “acharias, Jugd,. Eisha, tYhadialy, Ezvkivl twith ethers) ond Ixuiah.

95, Abrahan, Ixane aud Jucoh with thedr wives: Goliath, Absalom gny Jedbbel (whose tiarhs were stoued: see p, BE
below gnd Eg.{P) Vs = 201); and Eli and Hezekiuh,

Hace-at
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PRAYER IN THE 1IOLY PLACES : AUTHENTICITY 29

New "* Testaments.

The phrascs “Tomb of* and *House of* seem almost to coincide in the case of Cornelius,”” and we arc told of
Cleophas that he was martyred in the place where his house was revered. ?® We moy suspect a teansilion (or combina-
tion) of a simitar kind in the cese of the Shepherds of Bethlehem, whose tombs are shown in the seventh century in
what had been simply their church in the fourth,%? In several instances the ““House™ is said to have been made into
a church, *99 and of these “house-churches” the most famous, which was “altered into a church” '®' was the onc on
Mount Siun.

How fur does the Byzantine proportion of authentic sites remain in the Holy Land today? Our answer will
depend on knowing first how much was destroyed in the Persian invasion and the other disasters of the seventh
centuties, and sceond how far the Crusaders broke with tradition when they arrived in the country.

About half the ordinary churches whose remains have been discovered were no longer occupied after the seventh
century, but only one-fifth of the holy places ccase to be mentioned by our pilgrims. %2 This is consistent with what
we know from other sources, that the Muslims converted the inhabitants of many Christian villages and cities to Isiam,
but that they permitted Christian pilgrims to continue visiting their holy places. Muslims indeed, with their special
regard for the Hajf or pilgrimage, regarded it as natural that Christians should wish to come. '3

A more radicat change occurred in the early years of the Latin Kingdom, up till 1187 A.D. Geographically onc
authentic place-name is now mentioned of which nothing had been heard since Eusebius wrote the Onomasticon, %4
and three of thuse added are possibly authentic. '%% But nine are wrongly identified, ' and eleven nwire scems (o
have been arbitzurily chosen on devotional grounds. "7 Six more arise out of natural features or sites. '%® Thus in
adding twenty-nine places to the map the Christians of the Latin Kingdom introduced about twenty-five which were
probably fanciful, besides five more which were attached to extra-biblical stories.'®’

So far as smaller sites and focal points are concerned the situation was no better. The Temple area was now for
the first time pressed into the service of Christianity and th’s, and perhaps also the tomb of Paula and Eustochium in
Bethichem, were zuthentic. But six of these smaller features are wrongly identified,''® and cleven more seem to have
been chosen on devotional grounds. '

96. Clenphas, Cornelius, James the Gireat, Joseph, Lezarus, Mark, the Shepherds, Simeon, Tahilhg, the Virgin Mary, and
Zebedee,

97.  Corneclius’ house, B.2 - p. 47 helow; his lomb 46 = p. 89 helow.

98. Cleophus’ martyrdom 4 = 9. 65 below; his house 8.1 = p. 47 below.

99,  The Shepherds' tembs 6 — p. 105 helow; their chuech Ex./P) L1 — 188,

100, S0 the Howses of Coeaclius, p. 475 of Clegphos, p. 47; of Elijeh, p. 47; of the BL Virgin Mary, 84, 83: of Peter,

P 81 of Rahah, p. 82; of Peter ond Andrew, 96.8 = p. (28, Note ulso the House of Abraham at Haron, &g Tr
J0.5 - VI8,

101, Sce £y Tr. 43,3 = 141,

102.  This propoetinng seems (o emerge from the archacological and documentary evidence astembled in the Gazetteer,

103, Mot the wards of the add gentleman in 12 = p 126 beluw.,

104, Ftam, now Kh, ef Kokh 167 161 was fortified by Rehoboam, 11 Chroa. 1.6. Eusebius refers to another Etam in the
Shephiclah, On, 96.5, Jud. 15.8 whery there was o river. [ 1106 A.D.: 5142 we have the river of Etam (which
scems 10 he part of the agueduct-system at ef Durak 166 121) placed at the former site, which, though a mistake,
does at least show that D place-name was preserved here,

105. Arimathea near Schaste, 1106 A.1).: 74=358; Nethuliu nesr Tiberias; 1130 A.D.: — 423; and Emmaus near **Kamah™,
1106 A.),: 62 = 52,

106. lethsaida ncar Magdalia, 1106 A.D.: 82 — 64 (bul for the true site 1102 A.D.: — JB); Capernaum near Caesarea,
1104 A D 66 =53 (hut Tor the truc site 1106 ALIL: 73 = &4); “Decupolias™, 1106 A1), 84 — 65: Dothaim near
Tiberios. 1130 A0 = 823 (hut for tha true site 1 165 A0 2 = 114); Gilieah of Phinces at Tl <l Ful, 1130 A
- 41%: Mount Liheon near fericha, ( 106 A.1).: 36 = 32 (hut fur the true Gibean 1137 A PT = 191): “Gaza
now colied Gazera®™, 1172 AJdL: 36 — 81 Lake of Gennesaret (2 L. Huleh) 1106 A.0).: B3 = 653 Mount Shileh
{ MNabiSomwil), 1172 A.l): I8 - 87,

107, Bethelarael, a stage un the Flight indo Egypt, 1130 A.D.: = 415; where Ahraham left the young man, § 106 AD.:
4% =~ I whery Adain was ersated al Hebron, 1130 AL, = 414; propertios of Judas and Paul in Jerusalem,

1106 A.0%: 15 = 1Bf; Mountaing of Madin, 1§72 A1) 38 = 87; denorius-mirscle and cure of hlind men a1 Beisar
(Matl. 17.27, 9.27) 1106 A.D.: 75 — 58; Thirty pleces of aflver made in Haifa, 1172 A.D.: 19 = 89; Maunt of
Temptation neur ferichu, §102 ALt — 36 Caia sluying Abel near Noblus, 1172 A.l3: 42 = 94; llahakkuk at Tekoa
LIO6 AllD: 56 — 48,

108, See 1102 AL: - IS, the Monustery of the Cross: 13106 A.D.: 735 = §B, the spring where Christ hathed: 1168 AD.
16 = )i, the arch under which the U. V.M. suckled her son; 1172 A1 24 = 61, the stone in Gethsemane:

1077 AJL: & — 932, the stone where Christ sat; 1185 AL = 196, the Fountain of Emmaus.

109,  Betblehem wheree Lhe (rees bow down at Chiristmas, Anon. I, § — 132 Hebron where Adam mourned Ahel, 1130
A.b: = 414; En Kerem, Lhe Church of Refuge (of PMrotev. Jas. 22.3 = JBT) L1177 A.d): 26 = 956; the *Village
uf 13a0”, 1 106 A.D.: 94 = 72: where Christ wrote the Our Fether on a stone, 1102 A.D.: = 34,

110, Weangly identificd: the portrait ot Casale Balneorum, 1030 AD.: = 429, “Uethel™ an Moual Gerizim, 1165 A.D.:

2 = 1 16; the Honse of the Shunommile at Juricho, 1106°A.D.: 35 = 31; the Andonia in Jerusalem, 1172 AN
4 = 103 Gilwn near Acehdama, §130 A D). = 427, which may be a confusion will Gie wi e House of Piluts nesr
He casl gave, 1172 A 4 - 10, .

118, Duevationok: at Bethichem (a} Christ's pillow and the tsble of the Magi, 1102 A.D.: - 35, {b) “Bethel'" and the
House of Jesse, 1106 AL 49 = 41; the Well of the Covenant (= Ain ed Dhirwa?) 1106 A.DD.: 51 = 42; at Hebron
Flowse of David, 1137 A N2 = 97, 190; 31 Jerusalem, the Prison of the Jews, 1106 A.l): 15 = 18; the Arch of
Judas, LKM 40b; Peler at the Prison, 1165 A1) 16 = 162: Juseph's pit, 1172 A.1).: 28 = §%; ot Tiberias the tombs
ol Mary, Lazurus's sister, 1165 AL, 6 — 33, und of Elishu and Joshua, 1106 A.D.: 79 = 62,
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40 PRAYER IN THE HOLY PLACES : SETTING FOR PILGRIMAGE
A Setting for Pilgrimmage

“The principal motive which draws people to Jerusalem" said St. Pauiinus of Nola, “is the Jesire to see and
touch the places wiiere Christ was present in the body, and as a consequence Lo recite, ‘We will worship at the place
where his feet stood'? . .. Our religion prompts us to see the places 10 which Christ came™.''? The places and
things visited by the pilgrim matter specially to him because they were used by Christ in his ministry of sulvation,''?
and in the setting of the Holy Land we are able to touch and see some of those very things he touched 2nd saw. It is
of course true that God is not confinable to any place,' 'S and certainly not to the Holy Land alone. s the main def-
enders of pilgrimage readily admitted. But it is equally true that Christ in his earthly ministry visited sume places and
not vthers. This is why **peaple are drawn from the ends of the carth to see where the Lord was bomn, buried. and
crucified”.!'®

Many writers speak of pilgrimage in terms of sight: thus Paula wanted *to sce Jerusalem and the holy places™,'*?
and Sophronius tells of his desire to “gaze at”, to “see™, and to “behold™ them. "' The Holy Land invited the pitgrim
to see in scveral different ways. He could look at the material things, “these lifeless objects which can conlirm the
truths of long ago™,' !?but these “traces of his Birth, Cross and Passion” are “still fresh™. '3° In considering them we
“see in types the signs of the Lord's incarnate sojourn here”. 2! From secing it is a short step to picturing or visual-
ising the events of the history of salvation, to “contemplate the crucifixion at Golgotha . . . to sce with the eyes of
the Spirit™, 122 Consequently Paula pictures the Lord on the Cross, and actually secs him in the Manger. '2* Nor
should we be over-precise in marking the boundary between visualising and receiving a vision.'2*

Just as sceing can be understood in different ways, so ean touching, and people in Jerusalem. according to Cyril
of Scythopolis, “so to speak touch truth daily by means of the revered places where came to pass the mystery of the
incarnation™. '2% Contact in some sense unites a person with what he touches, an idea which the Bible makes most
familiar in the negative context of contracting uncleanness.!2% But there is a correspondingly positive idea that by
touching someone or something holy a person unites himsell with its holiness. Thus the woman with an issuc of blood
{Mark 5.27) came up behind Jesus and touched his cloak, making her contact with him in a way stiit common in the
countries of the Eastern Mediterranean. Now the classic gesture of contact is the kiss: but the [lebrew verb nashaeqg
means both *“touch™ and *“kiss™, in Greek and Latin the words for “kiss" and “venerate” are often identical, '27 and
the frequently-used phrase, to “venerate the holy places™ '2® therefore carries within it the connotation of contact.
So we [ind the Piacenza pilgrim on arrival in Jerusalem prostrating himself and kissing the ground,'?* and Paula
embracing the tomb-shelf at the Anastasis with the passion of a luver, ' ¢

The belief that holiness was imparted by contact was inherited by Christians from the religious around them,
including Judaism, **' But it was hatd to intellectualise, and to modern cars the principles, wlien they come to he
expressed, sound as crude in the works written in our period as they do when they appear in the Dibie. We suspect
statements like the following:

112, LXX Ps. 1232 (121).7.

113, Faulinus N, §., Ep, 49 — 402, written in 409 A.1. Thus John Rufus' monks treat it as norneal that a Christiun
should wish to see the Huly Places, 198 — p, 57 helow, and Jerome says it is o Jduty, Ep. 47 = J46. The*
expreasion * many wanted o die there™, p, 147 below, {8 st eatreme expression of the sormal atlitude.

114,  Thus Cyril of Scythopulis writes, " All uf us wha inlabit teis holy land {cf. Zech 2.127) have received hy a radition
++ - from the apostles the (rue confession and belief in this . . . mystery of Christ. which came o paxs here by the
instrument of the . . . Cross, of the . .. Resurrection. and in fact also of all the huly places™, V. Sub. 1512,

115, Cyril of Jeruselem, Cat. 4.5 expreases Lhizs by using the rare word dveniyparmroc. Sinee Suphroniux, as hisli, wved
Cyril's catlechetical kectures in Lent, we may guess that Cyril wan the source from wihich e bormwed the word for
Orat. | = 173.°

116, John Chrysostom, Exp. in P 110 = 174,

117, Scep, 47 below,

118, Below pp. 91,12, 49, 51, 92,91, 1'7: as in Jucinthus, | = P 123 helow, and lernaed. @ - p. 141

119, laulinus of Nola, £p. 4% — 402: note Gregory of Nyssa's abjection, “we believed befuee secing Hhe lly places®,
Ep. 1 - 10130,

120. Jerome, £p, 47 - )46,

121, Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Macring, prol, — 960.

132, From the Life of St. Silvinus (. T00 A%), AA.SS. 17th Feh. (1) 2.

123. Ser 9.2 and 10.2 - p. 49 below: Jerome uses comparuble expressions in £p. 46.13 - )43 and C Eph
il prol, = 477,

$24.  Thus a sixth-century svurce describes haw St. Dusilheus suw on icon of bell in Gelhsemane amd received a vision
telling him (o he o monk: AA.5S. 23rd Feb. (111) 382, :

£25.  Cyril Scythup., V, Sub. ~ 154.16,

116, Sce Lev. 11.26, anJ the miany similar pasoges.

127, The connectiun between them is well discussed by G. 1M, Vermeer, Observations. . 93T, Note also the use of
nashag in | Kings 19,18,

128,  Used for instance in ¥V, Melanioe 34 — 190, V, Patein (Priagia) 12 = 603, Theodure of Peten, 1. Plemd, 7,04 -
105: frequently by Cyeil of Scythopolis (for instance V. Eusit, 7.1, V. J. Hes = 111.5) und by Juhn Muaschus, -
for instance Fr. 91 - 2949, . ;

“129. 18— p, 83 below:  this clawic action on arrival (fur which see Qupemy 5.46.0) is surprisingly rare io our snseces,

130. See 9.2 = s 49 beluw, For the furmal sction involved in the kiss see 46{7 = p. 91 below anad w. 6, and compane
20 — p B helow, D

131, See for instance Exod, 19,37, 30.29, Hog. 2.13, and {1 Sam. 6.
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PRAYER IN THE HOLY PLACES : SETTING FOR PILGRIMAGE 11

Faith accepts that everything which touches the sacred
body is holy.'32

or this:

The Wood of the Cross is to be venerated as something made holy by having touched his sacred
bady and blowd, (and so arc) the nails, the lance, the clothes, and his sacred “tabernacles™, that is
to say the Manger, the Cave, saving Golgotha, the life-giving Tomb, Sion . . . and such like.!4?

We might prefer that our authors (and the Bible) did not speak of things as holy, but only of people. But they do,'*
and the riches as well as the dungers of this language are part of the Christian’s inheritance.

Contact was not limited to kissing. Indeed the pilgrims show how holy places and their relics were used to serve
as the scenery and properties in a dramalic ritual, and we hear of Christians going to eat in a cave where Christ ate
with the disciples, "5 of filling a water-pot at Cana,'*® and of bathing at the Place of Baptism on the Jordan, ' 37
All these were ritual acts done, as we are told, to “gain the blessing” of the mystery which hallowed the place or
thing. Participatory rituals of a roughly similar kind were the *“miracle” with the bench at Nazareth and the throwing
of stones at the tombs of wicked people such as Goliath or Jezebel.'?®

Another ritual which we are surely right to call dramatic, even though it is restrained and largely devoid of
realism, was evolved in Jerusalem during the fourth century. During the Great Week the whole community participa-
ted in the Great Week by a series of processions which followed the order of the events of Christ’s passion, '**

Both expressivns, the phrase “secing in types™ and the phrase “touching the truth” point to sumething deeper
than merely physical sight and touch. On the one hand they echo the sacramental theology of their time (though
frum our period we have no developed “theology of pilgrimage™), and on the other they seem to be modelled on
thought-patterns close to those used by Jerome in interpreting the Bible, when he sought a spiritual meaning which
would go hand in hand with the literal. The two phrases stand as they are, and their authors do nut elaborate them.
Nor perhaps should we.

As soine places and relics were chosen 10 serve as scenery for biblical events others were taken as settings for
non-biblical narratives. Six such settings come to be mentioned in the fifth century, of which five are connected with
the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose cult was then being actively discussed on the international scene. '*?

Some pilgrims brought offerings 10 the Holy Places;'#! some made use of objects provided for the enactment
of ritual dramas. But almost all must have returned home taking some memento. Such objects were intimately
associated with the cxperience the pilgrims had received in the holy place, and heiped them, as his load of earth
helped-Naamar; 4% tokeep-that-experience-fresh-when-they-arrived-home:

In Egeria’s time some of the things taken home by pilgrims had been given them as “blessings™, 2 word which
still meant first and foremast the gift from a Christian host 1o his guest.’3 But by the sixth century we find the
same word being used Lo describe what was taken by the piigrim himself from some place where it was provided with

132, Cregory of Toues, Glor. Mart, 1.7 = 712, ]

133, John Damuscene, Fid. Orth, 8,11 = 1129, )

134,  Scu for instance 1and. 28,2, J0.25: Num. 5.17, 6.20, 31.6; Il Che, 5.5: 15, 2.6, 11.4: I5a. $2.1, 64.10; Exck. 42.13;
Hag. 2,02 Matt. 7.6, Hoa LGS I Pet. 1008,

135, Scc 10 = p. &6 below und 4 = o 7Y,

136, Sced = p79 helowond 13 = p. 128; like drinking from the spoage used st the crucifixion (Matt. 27.48), 20 -
P 53 tclow, or feom the reliquary, 22 = p. §4: 3ee also e vesyel in 2 = p. 79 below, und the buchket in
&= p A

137. 18— p. 131 beluw, snd AASS. 17th Feh. (115) 30, Subeos, Hist, Herac. 35 — 74 1eems 10 speak of pilgrims actually
being baplised in the Jordan (as 11 = 9. B2 bulow), no doubt at a lale aye, 33 Constanting had wished o be,
Kusubiug, V¥, Const. 4.62 = 1116, Other instences of buthing or washing sppearat 4 = p. 79, 34 — p. 84, and
.. 4. =p. 104 helow.

138, S= p. 79, 31 = n 85 helow und £x.(P} VS = 201. Another participatory sct, flagellation in the plage where
Christ was seourged, is pot recorded Ll the time of the Lotin Kingdom, 1170 A1) 15 = 61, Sometimes we are
able i identily the commemarations made ol 3 site only by aoticing what relics come 10 he shuwn there, Thus
Huly Sion contained saveral eclics of the Passivn which probobly came from a time before the bullding of the
Churches un Golgotha, notahly the column of acourging, Bord. $92.4 = 157, the crown of thorns, 4 = p. 60
and the tod (ikid. ), which is presumably that of Matt. 27.29. Similurly there were relies illusteating the Last Supper
at Cnlgntha, numely the Cup (3 = p. 60) and basin {1.20 = p. §17): also pechaps the linen cloth of IL1 = p. 117
If this was originatly intended as the vae of John 13.3, then misleadingly glossed. These may have originated in o
tionn: wlien the Supper was cummeinoraded principally on the Thursdoy of the Great Weok st the buildings on
Ciolpotha (see Ex. Tr. 35,172 = 1)4/5) and before the general recognition that the Supper had taken place on Siea,
A Turiber group of relics bs very hard (o oxsociote with the places where they were Kept: thus the chain, 27 -

P, 34, the “charger™, 2 = P, §9, ur the column snd hend of St. Theodota, 12 = p. B4,

139, See Ex. Tr. = 737,

180. Her Nutivity at the Sheep Pool, her dismounting st the Old and New Kathismata, her Falling Asleep on Sion, snd her
Tonth in Gethsemane: the Fifth site was the *Hstate of Agrippa®. The unly Jater sites [{] J in this category

duskag nur perind are (in the sinth century) Divcucsares us the scene of the Viegin Mary's childhaod, und Tabghy a3 #
the scene of the Apistles® haptisiag in (he cloventh century Chozibs us the place where Mary's bicth wos -
§ 4es Juachim, and in the twelfth En Kerem as the place of refugesmentioned in Protey, James 22,3 = 1487,

141, Sce fur instancy 2 = p 79 ond 18 = p, BJ below, with sote.
142, N Kings 5.17.
193, See Eg. Tr., pp. 24L
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42  PRAYERIN THE HOLY PLACES : PILGRIM ENPECTATIONS

o ines w the Piacznza pilgrim. to have healioe vietwes W speaks
o ?nlcmiﬂﬂ-.'“ Thfls; ‘:}‘c:s“.:‘.; :fe;:e::l?::f&sua::s l:fbl’l,le crude vil ncgt Clysima curing those r.oswsscd by
o dl!“ﬁ?_{_’:ﬁ C:l a7 a;\ld cloths "8 are also taken for their healing powet. but the nature of the vhieet matters
‘Iii‘::““?:‘:]ong as ilg comes from the haly places. Perhaps the nearest cquivnlcl-lt lult:gr luuns: .s:;u[lmh.ull; :‘::c‘ :l::-m e
“measures” made [rom a ribbon cut to the length of s?me holy F‘I“c :)sl;) objeet.” " These had the a 1 3
i i i j xposcd for veneration. _
& no(l):'nn‘i:hleat::: i:‘;::“:l‘;‘:‘l“l 32::::::?11: :::1: lﬁc most obvious suusce of relivs, and St Abrose tells the tale ol
St. telena t:king the nails from Christ's Cross back to her son Cfmstaminc."' Conslanfine senl :1“ .lcn:uLcm I':r
relics (o place in his Church of the Aposties in Constantinople, since Jerome IFlls of relics of Au. rlt:w.l ch an
Timothy being taken on this occasion, and of the bones of Blessed Sa:r!ucl being tuken o Tllr:.m: yt 1;3' ‘.lmpcrur
Arcadius.'®? In the sixth century we hear of the first of a long succession of travellers from Gaul who had come
to scek refics, Queen Radegund, who “sent again for relics of the saints from .Icrus:‘nlcm and all the Fust . Real .
journcys of this kind were certainly made,!5 but there are also some accounts which were clearly invented (o provide
spurious relics with a plausible origin, and others which are simply told to glorify some h:!:g- A l:requcm scene in such
stories describes the Patriarch of Jerusalem loading the pilgrim with the relics he desires. "% As it happens not one of
the accounts we have translated below is concerned with the acquisition of major relics.

Pilgrim Expectations

The overall motive for pilgrimage seems to have been the quest for perfection, 'S snght in this case paclicu-
larly by pding to places where God's mighty acts had been performed. and worshipping him there. A su.:llr::ntury
Iberian pilgrim called Antony expresses this by saying “l adure God in Lis holy Cf‘_’“ and Rn:sum:_ctum' S il us
a result, a pilgrim expects to dedicate himself afresh 1o God, and to bepin a new lile. A symhbul n.l pulting 'utl" “t": _’uld
and beginning anew was, or the Piacenza pilgrim, the tonsure and shaving of his beard vn top of Mount Sinai. ‘
and for a good many pilgrims the visit to the Holy places was in fact the prelude to entering the monastic lifre. '$* On
their pilgrimage therefore some of those who intended to become monks or nuns visited the great expoents iand
examples of this way of life.'5®

Part of the reason why pilgrimuage was scen as a means of perfection was that the Jouraey itsell was so {ull of
dangers, uncertaintics and hardships: St. Magdalveus, far example, traveiled to Jerusalem with preat lurdshiyp, curn
magna viarum angustia.'%° lliness was frequent (but so also were miraculous cures),'®! and deaths were nut unusual.!®?
O the journey-the pilgrin Was tiiis rémminded that Tie was at risk, and that God was his only reliance. Pilgrimage there-
fore came to be seen as an exercise particulacly suitable to penitents, as we hear in a letter written to Abbat Mudesius
in Jerusalem by Metropolitan Komitas of Armenia. Writing of the benefits of the Easter pilgrinuge to his peaple be

144, Sce 18 - p, 83: 1.22.4/8 — p. 101, and Gregory of Toum, Glos, Mars, 1.7 - 712, which mentlun holy carth,
tike that which a certoin Hesporius b in his roum “1o avnid suifering", Augnstine, City of God 12.8.0 = K20, Fur
holy oil see 18 = p, 83 heluw: slso 20 - P. 83 wnd Geegory of Toun, Mir, § Marr 2.24,

148, Sec 9 — p, 81 helow. Probsbly the manam, 39 — §. B7 below, was expected tu do the ssme, and the Jurdon water
of 13 = p. 82 below. .

146. See 42 — p. B8 helow.

147, Sce Erck. 47.12 and Rev, 22.2: in aur period Eg. Tr. 8.3 = 102, Ademian L.10,8 = I 106 beluw, und Genrpe
Hamoetolon, Cltron, 4,236 ~ 877,

148.  One at Mempiis displayed a puttrait of Christ, 44 — P. B8 below: one in Jerusnl
Mary, 1.10 = 9, 98; and one was Christ’s shroud, 1.9 — p, 98,

149, 22 = p, 83 (ser n. 31) and 23 = p. 84 helow. These were justificd by reference to the handkerchile
Acts 19.11/12. which Cyril Jer., Car, 10,59 = a9y meitlons uy if the

150, [Yieces of the ek tohie ot Tubgha were regurded as ™
stage af this rock shows the extent of damage which pilgrims were reudy (o do 1o gain relics,

151, Ambr. in Ob. Theod, 47 — 1399: see niso the version of thiy slory recounted on p, 202 Indow,
unfavaurahle reaction to it, G, Zach, 14,20 - B4, and tire,

152, linphied hot st stated hy Euschius V. Const, 4,

153, Forseveral otlier Frankish exnmples aee the list

154, Intesduced inte the Clanson de Charlrmagne, lines ISKI6S = 8, i et 1he sume wa
century {but nat (he ninthentuey) Life of 5i. Mugdulveus, AA.58 410 Ol (1} 53y,

185. Sce the contempocary Life of St. Fructonsus of Bruga, AA.NS. toth Ape. (11} 425

i56.  Inthe CoRlempirary suutce A4 S5 24th May (V) 429, o

E57.  See J7 ~ p, 87 helow,

158. Amang those who hecame monks or nuns were Puuln, 10
S 03nas, contemparary life in A A58, 61 May (1) t ia;
in AA.SS Apr. (1) 43; in the eventh century Thomas,
after teturning (o ltaly became Ahbot of Farfa,
:h.-'n nmrillt three years in Jerusal helire heg

Eilus who was o viscaount in the sizgl ¢ .

. i:’;" Aun (VE) 567, 24l cenlury

59, ¢ Faula, 14.2 — p, 52: aec g 77 ~ 22/6 andt Kitien T

160, In the eighth century, acy : elitong)
160, See for ;:u:nﬂ' l::?.s;:'::&:i;: :::':"l! {lusentuey Life in AA.55, 4ty IR URETRY

. and A A58
fur the purpuse of bealing. s far 33 we are l'lld:'(.' 5. 24th Muy (v) 4217,

162, See beluw, 7 - .81, B=p, 125 and P 141,

had been woven by the Virgin

In and seieves of
y wore alill om displey in Jerusalen, ‘
very effective™ for cures, E.fi) V) — T96/2IHY, sl the proesent

Jeremne's
kory ol Couts, Lo, Mart, 1.5 7w

SHIT = 1209412, bt i Gieowed by Jerome, ¢ Vig, $.43 - 41
in AA.SS. Uct. (1X) In.

¥ 0% il agogreman in gl Fleventh

0.7 = 1 Sewnd 144 p. 82 Dediow, Willitmist 51, g1y,
ll;eudllslu:ltlle Siceute hefore 550 AL IR LT TR T
Wha stayed in Jerasalem three yenes nlier fijy
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says,
they washed away their sins by penance, fasting,
and churity in carrying out this hard journey
without rest night or day. 163

We hear also that Saint Marcianus often persuaded penitent prostitutes to go to Jerusalem, and paid their expenses, ' %¢
und fn the sixth century, in what may be our earliest reference to pilgrimage as a penance, we read that some people
of Lidessa who had committed blasphemy were first of all made to fast, and “when they came to themselves they
dressed in black because of what had happened, and went in crowds to Jerusaiem™. '*S Pilgrimage came also 1o be
impused as 2 penance in the West, possibly as a substitute for permanent exile, '*® and the first clear case comes from
the ninth century. Three brothers who had killed a priest who was also their uncle were sentenced by their bishops in
South laty:

to make iron chains and bind them tightly on their
arms, and then make the circuit ol the holy places
in dust and ashes, until such-time as God accepted
their penance. !67

The resulting journey lasted over three vears.

On such pilgrimages, and probably others as well, a special point was made to practice the threefold rule of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. '*® Some peopie seem not 10 have eaten at all on the journey.'?

Pilgrimage led Christians into a situation where there were many spiritual obstacles to be encountered. There was
an ever-present danger of superstition and a temptation to gather souvenirs as if they would be atmost magically
efficacious. But the heart of the matter lay deeper, as we see in the motives ascribed to Egeria by her eulogist Vulerius:

In the strength of the glorious Lord she fearlessly sat out

on an imrmense journey to the other side of the world.
Guided by God she pressed on until after a time she reached
whalt she had jonged tor, the most noly places ot the birth,
passion, and resurrection of the Lord, . . . . her purpose was -
to pray and to find edification; for the more she had advanced
in holy Icnminﬁ the more insatiably her hoty longing burned
in her heart, 17

Pilgrimage brought its own special rewards, which Eutychius of Alexandria described in the tenth century,
when he wrole of the holy places as a pledge of the kingdom of heaven and the delights of the world to come:

By these relics and places . . . Christ gave us, all joined in one,

a blessing, a sanctification, an approach to him, pardon for sins,
feasts in which men come together in his name, spiritual joy
without end, and witnesses confitming the Scriptures, 171

His words scem 10 sum up precisely the hopes which drew pilgrims to the Holy Land in our period, and the experiences
they described when eventually they came home.

16l Scheos, Higt, Herac, 28 - 74,

164, {n the pre-tenth century Life In AA.SS. t0th Jan. ([} §16. Marcianus himself lived in the f1fth century.,

FaS.  Michacl tw Syrian, Cliron, (te, J. 1. Chabot), vol. 11, Paris 1901.

tub.  See U, Nerliére, “Les Pélerinages Jadicisires gy Muoyen-Age", Revue Bénddictine 7 (1899) 521, Such pilgrims were
obliged 1o travel on fuot (p. 525).

167, AASS 24th Oct. (X) 8477,

168, Notice the lungumne used by Komites o the last page. Almsgiving is also mentloned, foc instunce, at 10.1 = p, 49
heiony,

164, Theoderet on Marang and Cyra, AASS. Ind Aug. (1) 226.

170, Letter 1h = 1748,

178 Iem. 110 - 1 AS.
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